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7. Připomínky a otázky k obhajobě:  

This final project represents a comprehensive overview of standard accents of English, RP and GA. I highly appreciate a diachronic approach to tracing origins of both accents, but at the same time it might be diverting the author from the topic whose subject matter is dealt with in chapters 2 and 3. 

It draws on a number of inspiring sources, both Czech and English ones, most recent ones (33 online and 19 text published sources). Some sources are primary ones, but most of them are second-hand references. 

Most sources are synthesized, and often cross-referenced across chapters. 
The organization of the project is very good and coherent, which makes it a good read. 

The level of English used throughout the project is excellent and accurate, there are just few minor flaws. 
The practical part analyses 8 recordings of British and American speakers reading a short text aloud. It shows both strengths and weaknesess of a researcher who is not trained in listening to recordings. But in spite of that it is the most valuable part of the thesis in its novelty of research design and some findings.

There are several aspects worth discussing during defence:

1. You state that GA “covers a range of US accents, although regional variations within GA are rather minor. In this respect, Carr (1999, p. 23) describes GA as an “idealization over a group of accents whose speakers inhabit a vast proportion of the United States.” The same actually applies to RP since it also covers a variety of accents.” What is meant by this coverage of accents in question?

2. Reading aloud is a complex and difficult skill. Which strategies, in your opinion, would help native speakers of English to improve their reading aloud?

3. In transcriptions of RP and GA on pp. 35 and 40 stress shifts and likely assimilations are not suggested. Why?

4. You as a researcher identified some areas of difficulties in the identification of certain sounds in recordings in 7.5. What might have helped you to make this analysis more objective?


It is an excellent piece of academic writing.

Závěr:
Práce je doporučena k obhajobě.
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