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The M.A.  dissertation is a thematic study of five novels by the first noteworthy early American writer. There is little one can reproach or complain about. The dissertation deserves only words of praise, it is an exemplary work. Its theme is well-chosen and topical, the work has a clear, logical structure, a coherence of argument, and a precision of formulation. It has studied the relevant sources of criticism, literary history, theory (Foucault, Fiedler), and the period political thought (William Godwin). One could perhaps imagine a longer list of literature, but its size is sufficient for the purposes of the work. The literary analyses are adequately detailed, attentive, and well-supported with evidence, sometimes independent, other times relying on critical sources.
The first chapter offers a neat survey of the relation of the ideas of Enlightenment and the effect of the French revolution upon the origin and the development of the Gothic novel. Methodologically, the author follows the political and ideological approach to the Gothic tradition, to which Brockden Brown belongs.

The logical structure of the work is truly admirable. The main body of the work breaks into 3 parts, each part is further subdivided into well-formulated aspects of the problem. The analysis of the psychological aspects of human inter-relations grows into an interesting study of political power and control. The conclusion is concise and captures the main points of the work.
Questions:

- What does the author think about the ideological explanation of the Gothic novel as the expression of the anxieties of the middle-class about taking over the economic power in the 18th century?

- Are there any other explanations of the social dynamic of the American Gothic novel than the psychological guilt, springing from the historical transgressions, and the fear of conspiracies?
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