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7. Připomínky a otázky k obhajobě:  

At the defence, please be ready to address the following questions

In Chapter 1 you mention two dramatic changes in the British society’s views on women’s education. You explain the first one, connected with the arrival of Normans and the fact that at those times women were supposed to learn how “to listen to and obey men’s orders” (p. 8). However, on p. 10 you refer to “the Lollards’ reform of Christianity in the fifteenth century” that led to women’s education being perceived as “strictly against nature” without any further explanation. Can you elaborate on this?
I asume that the fact that “in the Middle Ages, more women than men could read and write” while “in the sixteenth century, there were less than 10 per cent of literate women” (p. 15) has something to do with the second change (see above). Could you comment on this at the defence? Additionally, can you offer any explanation as to why Elisabeth I never promoted women’s education?

On p. 20 you quote Daniel Defoe: “… We reproach the sex every day with folly and impertinence; while I am confident, had they the advantages of education equal to us, they would be guilty of less than ourselves.” Would you say that he was right? Furthermore, do you think that, nowadays, the general society (British or Czech) regards educated women and men equally?
On p. 23 you state that “in the nineteenth century,… parents did not care about their daughters’ education.” How do you interpret this phenomenon?

On p. 31 you write that those who opposed women’s higher education argued that it “runs counter to the wisdom and experience of all the centuries of Christendom.” Do you consider this a sound argument?
In your Conclusion you suggest that the Norman conquest in 1066 effectivelly ruined the Anglo-Saxon women’s “hopes for a better future” (p. 35). Can you support this idea by some evidence?
On p. 36 you formulate this question: “Did men have a guilty conscience with the benefit of hindsight?” Could you explain what you mean and offer a possible answer to this question?

You frequently use the word ‘feminist’. In Czech society, I think, this word carries a rather negative connotation. Could you speculate as to why? Moreover, does British society feel it the same?
Závěr:
Práce  je doporučena k obhajobě.
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