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In this report, please consider the following:

1) Problem statement, method and theory:


a) The aims and objectives of the thesis – are these clearly identified and explained? Is there a well formulated problem statement?

The student has addressed a topic of the greatest importance for modern European society. She has explained well its importance and the problems involved. She could however have explained what she meant with her actual question in a more elaborate way.  

b) Has a suitable methodology and theoretical frame been taken to solve the stated problems?

Methodology and theoretical frame are adequate, but rather limited. Analysis of the subject would have benefitted from an approach, which would have taken into account more and different views on the topic.

c) Does the conclusion provide convincing answers/proof to the initial questions/hypothesis?

The answer is convincing, but rather short and thus disappointing. Applying more nuances would have provided a more satisfying answer. 
2) Structure:


a) Is the thesis coherently structured?

The overall structure in chapters is coherent and  convincing. However in some of the chapters a better internal structure could have been applied. The student tends to lose the historical timeline every now and then and elements in the argumentation are not always at their proper place. The conclusion is far to repetitive and does not add much. These repeated remarks take up relatively much space in an already slim thesis. 

b) Are concepts clearly introduced and explained, and critically and consistently applied?

Key concepts are clearly introduced and consistently applied. However the approach could have been more critical and much more could have been said about the concept of convivencia especially. 
3) Sources (primary and secondary):


a) Has (enough) relevant (primary and secondary) literature been adequately interpreted and integrated into the thesis?
Hardly any primary literature has been used. The secondary literature used varies largely in quality. The interpretation of this literature should on many instances have been more critical. Not always the right literature has been used and there are certainly important omissions. Notably the last chapter is rather limited in scope due to its lack of literature used, which is probably caused by the students inability to read Spanish. As a result the final answer is a bit of a disappointment. 

b) Is the bibliography/list of references complete and accurate?

The bibliography is accurate, but more works should have been used.
4) Stylistics:


a) Is the use of language (English) acceptable and of the required standard (i.e. no spelling mistakes and typos, range of vocabulary, grammar)?
Use of language is adequate.

b) Are references in the text given in a coherent and consistent manner (either in-text or as footnotes)?

References are coherent and consistent, though sometimes missing, probably as a result of cutting excessive quotations in a prior version (at the supervisor’s request) 
5) Format:


a) How is the thesis presented? (i.e. consistency in lay-out, choice of fonts, headings, tables and graphs)

Presentation is adequate
6) General:


a) Have recommended revisions been executed to a satisfying degree?

Recommended revisions have partially been made. The work would have benefitted greatly if the student would have handed in chapters at an earlier stage, instead of presenting an entire thesis all at once, which has left little leeway for guidance.

b) To what degree has the student been able to work independently?

The student worked definitely independently.

c) Any other relevant comments.

The thesis deals with an important topic. The student has approached this largely on her own, refraining from guidance. She has come up with some interesting ideas and approaches. What is lacking is the use of more sources and of more literature, including more historiography, to add substance and a deeper understanding of the subject (and would have eliminated some errors) and a more critical approach towards sources and literature. 
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