Department of English and American Studies, Faculty of Arts, Palacký University Olomouc

B.A. Thesis Evaluation
Student: Adéla Majzlíková

Title: Anne Boleyn Hated and Loved: How Anne Boleyn Was Portrayed During the Tudor Era and How the View Has Changed Over Time in the Light of Feminism

Supervisor: Mgr. David Livingstone, Ph.D

Opponent reviewer: Mgr. Ema Jelínková, Ph.D
	
	Grade 

A, B, C, D, E, F 

(F = fail)
	Notes

	1/ Aim/Goal: 

            Definition

            Accomplishment


	D
	Title is rather clumsy, but the topic sounds promising. The final product, however, is disappointing. 

	2/ Context, Background, Review of Literature


	E
	Making use of only one source for the historical background is problematic to say the least. Chapter 3 on Feminism was confusing and unclear. 

	3/ Theory, Key Concepts, Method, Approach:

     Definition

     Accomplishment


	E
	I was hoping for a firmer grasp of feminist theory as a way of approaching the texts analysed in the thesis. 

	4/ Argumentation (ability to accurately form initial and closing arguments, logical coherence, ability to generalize as well as present pertinent specific details)


	D
	The structure is sound on the whole, but the argument does not hold together. 

	5/ Knowledge of primary literature


	D
	Problematic quoting, not only technically, but logically. 

	6/ Knowledge of secondary literature (extent, adequacy)


	D
	The use of quotations is often inaccurate or incorrect. Why is the Ives' book including under primary literature?

	7/ Originality (in argumentation, critical approach and conclusions)


	E
	The author has not found either a critical approach or her own voice. 

	8/ Formal level (adhering to citation and bibliographic standards)


	D
	The citations are sloppy in terms of their presentation. 

	9/ Stylistic level of the thesis


	D
	The thesis could have used more revision from a language perspective. The author chooses too informal a style at times, unsuitable for an academic work. 

	10/ Stylistic level of the summary


	
	

	11/ Typography, graphic appearance, absence of errors


	D
	A number of inconsistencies in usage. 

	12/ Structure (organization, arrangement)


	C
	Fairly logical and coherent structure on the whole. 

	13 / Thesis’s contribution to the field


	E
	The thesis does not hold together, partially because of the huge time gap in the texts chosen. 


Comments and Questions for the defense:

1. When discussing Shakespeare's version of Anne Boleyn, the author makes a gross oversimplification about the religious situation during when the play was written and when it takes place. Could the author provide an overview of the religious developments in England in the 16th century and place Boleyn within it?

2. Sticking with Shakespeare, the author does not actually quote anything Anne says in the play, if I am not mistaken. Why not?

3. Can the author explain, in her own words, how feminist critics provide new 'readings' of canonical texts like Shakespeare's plays. 

In closing: 

The thesis is recommended for defense.
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