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ABSTRACT

My bachelor project is divided into two main parts. The first shorter part describes the very beginnings of slavery in the United States, first slave rebellions, abolitionist movements and civil rights organizations. It deals with the situation of African Americans in the United States in from the early 17th century till 1950s. Second larger part of the project examines the civil rights movement of 1950s, describing all the important moments of struggling against segregation in education, public transportation and facilities and fighting for voting rights of African Americans. In the end, the present situation of black people is discussed. 
INTRODUCTION

The reason why I chose to write about civil rights movement in the United States in my bachelor project is that this topic was one of the most interesting things to learn while studying English language. It made me realize that although the USA is often referred to as the freest and most democratic nation in the world, in the history we can see they suppressed the rights of minorities living in the USA, first it was the Native Americans (the American Indians), then the African Americans for long centuries. More recently it were Chinese, Mexican or any other immigrants who experienced discrimination and xenophobic behavior. 

As all people in the world, also Americans still have prejudices against other races, such as African Americans, Muslims or Latinos. I despise any kind of discrimination, intolerance or hatred, therefore learning about African Americans being rejected their basic rights was quite shocking to me and I wanted to have a deeper look into it. 

I was surprised how much I enjoyed reading books about the civil rights movement, about its most important activists and about achieving their goals. Some of the stories were very interesting and touching. 
The Civil Rights Movement in the United States
1 Before the Civil Rights Movement (1955-1968)
1.1 The beginnings of slavery in the United States

The first record of African slavery in British colonial America was made in 1619, when a Dutch ship arrived in Virginia with twenty African slaves. The first colony to legalize slavery was Massachusetts in 1642. In 1622, Virginia passed a law, which declared that children born to slave mother would inherit her status and be in slavery for a life as well. Soon, slaves could not carry arms, gather in larger groups, have a family or marry a white person or a Native Indian, own or sell a property or justify in courts. Virginia Slave Codes, passed in 1705, gave slave-owners an absolute power over their slaves, Tindall and Shi (1996) write.

Vox states that slaves were a property without any rights.

Slavery was a cruel system of forced labour and was vital for American colonies. Slaves in the North usually worked as house servants, labourers and craftsmen. They lived much better than those in the South, who worked mainly in agriculture – on farms and plantations, growing indigo, rice and tobacco, which required a very demanding work. They were often whipped by the overseers to work harder. Some of the slaves were promised freedom for their good work, but the promises were rarely kept (Foner, 1983).

Kolchin (1995) claims that between the 16th and 19th century, about eleven million Africans were imported as slaves to the Americas, about 645 thousands of these were brought to the United States. 

1.2 Slave revolts

Blacks organized revolts and rebellions hoping to gain their freedom. First protests against slavery and racism started in the end of the 17th century and continued for almost three hundred years. They were predominantly unsuccessful, suppressed by the authorities, and the slaves were killed.  It is estimated that over two hundred slave revolts took place from the 1600s to the end of the U.S. Civil War in 1865 (Tindall, Shi; 1996).

1.3 First Abolitionist movements

For all black people, the period of 1780s was a period of increasing hope. In 1783 Massachusetts Supreme Court declared slavery illegal and freed all slaves immediately. In 1787, the Northwest Ordinance (also the Freedom Ordinance) established the Northwest Territory as the first organized territory in the United States. It was situated south of the Great Lakes, north and west of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi River and slavery was banned in this territory. Free slave states were separated by the Ohio River from the slave states in the South, Brisbane (1983) says. 

1.3.1 The American War of Independence

African Americans were also an important part of the American War of Independence (1775-1783). Thousands of them fought in the Continental Armies but also in armies of Britain. They saw it as a fight for granting their right and freedom from slavery. After the war, many blacks received their promised freedom and left for England, Canada or Caribbean.

In 1807, The Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves was passed and prohibited the transportation of slaves to the United States (Tindall, Shi; 1996). 

After the Revolutionary War, slogans of liberty and freedom started to spread through America. “All men are equal”, Thomas Jefferson wrote in the Declaration of Independence. This was inconsistent with the idea of a slave as poverty and had an impact on the slavery, mainly in New England where slaves could ask the courts for their freedom and compensation for their past labors, Fishel and Quarles (1970) claim.
But free blacks and freed slaves were still discriminated and considered to be the burden of the society in the South as well as in the North. Their dreams of being equal did not come true, as the Black Laws of 1804 and 1807 were passed in Ohio, prohibiting blacks from becoming a citizen, from voting, marrying a white person or from joining a military (Brisbane, 1983). 

1.3.2 Return to Africa

Living in desperate conditions, some blacks started to consider moving to Africa, Brisbane (1983) writes. Free slaves as well as abolitionists believed they would find a better life there. The United States Congress supported this idea and the American Colonization Society was founded. The leader of the emigration was a rich ship-owner from New England, Paul Cufee. He organized voyages to a British colony, Sierra Leone, and helped African-American immigrants to establish a settlement. The American Colonization Society helped to found a colony of Liberia, where about 2,500 African Americas migrated to. The colony grew and established economic stability. The Society controlled its development until the colony declared independence in 1847. By 1867, over thirteen thousands of African Americans moved to Liberia under the ACS. 

But most of the black people did not want to emigrate and continued fighting for their freedom and rights in the United States (Brisbane, 1983). 
1.3.3 Nat Turner’s rebellion

Nat Turner’s rebellion is said to be the most successful and bloodiest rebellion in the history of the United States, Tindall and Shi (1996) claim. In 1831 in Virginia, Turner and several of his fellow slaves went from house to house, freed slaves and killed white people. The group of the rebels grew up to seventy. Before the revolt was suppressed, they killed sixty men, women and children. The revolt was over within two days, but Turner was on the run till the end of October. He was sentenced to death and hanged in November with other nineteen blacks. Consequently, state legislators in southern states passed new laws prohibiting education of slaves (to teach them read or write) and free blacks and restricting other civil rights such as the voting right (Tindall, Shi; 1996).

1.3.4 American Anti-Slavery Society

The anxiety of southerners increased when the American Anti-Slavery Society was founded in 1833 in Philadelphia. The Society called for abolition of slavery and, of course, it was not accepted well by the public. The slaves were economically involved so much, that the abolition would ruin the economy, especially in the South (Tindall, Shi; 1996).

In 1839, part of the Society separated and founded the Liberty Party to fight for the abolition of slavery through politics. William Lloyd Garrison, one of the founders and leaders of the Society, also wanted women to take part in the abolition movement and other society activities, and fought for the women’s voting right, Foner (1983) states. 
1.3.5 The Underground Railroad and Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman was a very important representative of the abolition movement. She was an African-American that escaped from slavery in 1849. She ran away to Philadelphia travelling by Underground Railroad at night time. Later, she made 19 secret trips to the South, helping her family and about 300 other slaves to freedom. While on run-away, they hid in houses of abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass. Although there was a reward for Tubman’s capture, she, nor none of the fugitives she guided, got caught. The Underground Railroad was an extensive network of secret routes, safe houses and transportation, organized by free and enslaved blacks, white abolitionist and other activists. The “conductors” guided the small groups of fugitives or individuals from station to station. They usually travelled on railways, on foot or by wagon. To decrease the risk of being discovered, the conductors and fugitives passed information about safe routes by word of mouth. The Railroad was often called the “freedom train” or “Gospel train” and Canada often referred to as “Heaven” or “the Promised Land”, Foner (1983) writes. 
According to Foner (1983) the Railroad was at its height between 1850 and 1860, after passage of the Fugitive Slave Act. By 1850, about 100,000 slaves escaped via the Railroad to Canada, Mexico or overseas. 

What increased the risk of fugitive slaves was the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850. Officials (also in states and territories where slavery was prohibited) were obliged to arrest anyone who was suspected of being a run-away slave and return them to their masters. The Fugitive Slave Act was also called the “Bloodhound Law” by abolitionists, for these dogs were used for tracking the fugitives down (Foner, 1983).

Ones of the most successful activists in anti-slavery movement were surely Sojourner Turner and Frederick Douglass, who were once slaves, Tindall and Shi (1996) say.
1.3.6 Bleeding Kansas

In 1854, the Kansas-Nebraska Act created new territories of Kansas and Nebraska and the settlers of these territories could decide whether they wanted to be a free or a slave state. Pro-slavery as well as anti-slavery settlers started immigrating to Kansas and struggling with each other. The series of violent events is known as the Bleeding Kansas (also Bloody Kansas or the Border War). Eventually, in 1861, Kansas entered the Union as a free state and black people from the South started moving to Kansas. Several all-black communities were built also in Oklahoma Territory (Tindall, Shi; 1996).

1.4 American Civil War and Emancipation Proclamation

According to Tindall and Shi (1996) the conflicts between the free and slave states peaked in 1861. Eleven Southern slave states separated from the United States as a protest against the Lincoln’s campaign against slavery expanding to the free states and formed the Confederacy with Jefferson Davis as the president. The Confederacy fought against the Union, which were all the states that abolished slavery, and the border states. 

Abraham Lincoln warned the Confederacy states, that if they did not surrender, all their slaves would be declared free. The Confederacy ignored this, so Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which, coming into effect in 1863, freed all slaves in the Confederacy states. The Proclamation also allowed African Americans to enlist into army, therefore many thousands of African Americans, free as well as slaves, fought in the Union Army and the Union Navy and helped to win the war. Because President Lincoln was worried about the Emancipation Proclamation not being taken seriously, the Thirteenth Amendment was adopted to the United States Constitution in 1865. It officially abolished slavery and involuntary servitude in the United States (Fishel, Quarles; 1970).

1.5 Segregation

To control the newly-freed slaves, all Southern states passed a legislation referred to as the Black Codes, which denied them the rights to vote, to testify against whites, to serve on juries or in state militias. In addition, the first Ku Klux Klan organization was founded. It was a secretive movement using violence to suppress black voting. Also, in 1876, the Jim Crow laws legalized racial segregation in all public facilities (public school, public places, transportation, restrooms, restaurants and drinking fountains) with a “separate but equal” status for African-Americans. Services provided to black people were inferior to the services provided to whites, so black people were disadvantaged economically, educationally as well as socially (Tindall, Shi; 1996).

1.6 NAACP

By the beginning of the new century, the majority of blacks had become literate, Tindall and Shi (1996) write. In 1905 the first meeting of the Niagara Movement took place. It was an interracial organization fighting against racial segregation and disenfranchisement. Later in 1909, the members of the Niagara Movement joined with White liberals and formed the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). The NAACP (initially the National Negro Committee) founded in 1909 is one of the most influential and the oldest civil rights organizations in the US. The organization fought for equal rights and equal protection for the “American Negro” from the beginning. Brisbane (1983) states it worked for legislation, lobbed and educated the public in order to stop the lynching of black people. 

1.7 The First and Second Great Migration

According to Tindall and Shi (1996) lynching and racial segregation was the main reason for the Great Migration, which took place between 1910 and 1940. Approximately 1,6 million African Americans moved from the South to the Midwest, Northeast and West. In the North, they could find jobs in industrial cities, better schools and adult men could vote there. 

From 1941 to 1970, the Second Great Migration took place. More than 5 million African Americans moved out of the South. As a result, African Americans worked in many industrial fields and became middle-classed in larger numbers (Tindall, Shi; 1996).

1.8 Civil rights organizations of the 40s

In 1941, the March on Washington Movement was formed. It was an organization founded by A. Philip Randolph and Bayard Rustin. It focused on making the U.S. government prohibit segregation in armed forces and provide equal job opportunities for African Americans. The need of workers during World War II gave many black people jobs in industry and increased their living standard, Brisbane (1983) claims.
Also another organization called the Congress of Racial Equality was founded in 1942. It played a pivotal role in civil rights movement, organizing civil rights campaigns. 

In 1947, eight white and eight black people from the Congress of Racial Equality took a two-week trip in buses throughout the Southern states. In Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee and Kentucky they rode public transportation, where blacks sat in front and white in rear or side by side. This non-violent action was to challenge the segregation laws. Because the participants were arrested and imprisoned, they attracted attention of the public and started a series of similar campaigns. It was an inspiration for the later Freedom Rides of the 1960s (Tindall, Shi; 1996). 

2 The Civil Rights Movement (1955-1968)
2.1 The beginnings of the civil rights movement

The African American world was separated from the larger community. They were forced into ghettos with poor housing, unemployment and insufficient recreational facilities. Franklin and Moss (1988) describe the separation of African American community as “one of the remarkable social anomalies of the twentieth century”.

The most important institution for African Americans was the church, as they could not participate very much in other institution of political and social life. 

Because blacks could not usually join white professional organizations, they established their own organizations for their protection and interests (Franklin, Moss; 1988).

Brisbane (1983) claims that blacks started demanding a full integration and involvement of themselves in the fifties and sixties. This was when the civil rights movement was born in the Deep South, where the oppression of blacks was the worst. 
Whites oppressed all rights of black people by force, threat and law. Whites were taught that blacks are “the most primitive, degraded, and least civilized of the races”, as Sitkoff (1993, p. 4) describes. 

Because black people were disenfranchised in all Southern states by techniques such as poll taxes, they could not affect provision of laws and therefore, they could not defend themselves against physical attacks. More than a thousand blacks were lynched between 1900 and 1915 (Sitkoff, 1993). 

In addition, Jim Crow laws were adopted and separated blacks from whites in any kind of public facilities, such as hospitals, schools, accommodations, jobs, even cemeteries. 

The most absurd segregation laws could be found in Atlanta, where blacks and whites could not visit local zoo at the same time, in New Orleans, which segregated its prostitutes, in Oklahoma, which segregated telephone booths or in Florida and North Carolina, where white students could not touch school-books used by blacks, Sitkoff (1993) writes. 

The Jim Crow laws legalized the racial injustice on African Americans. They could not change much about it and the majority of them gave in trying to change their situation. 

Not even the NAACP achieved much success in destroying the discrimination and racial prejudice (Sitkoff, 1993).

Not much changed until World War II. The decade after World War II, though, was one of the most optimistic for black people. Franklin and Moss (1988) say that especially the NAACP, assisted by several other groups, started struggling for their demands harder, which resulted in gaining jobs, mainly in the aircraft, electronics, automotive, chemical industries, but also as clerks, bookkeepers and buyers. 

Since the World War II, blacks migrated northward to metropolitan areas. By 1950, about 52% of the nation’s black population of 15 million lived in major cities. Discrimination in employment remained and blacks had problems to find a job, which led them to thievery and petty crimes, writes Franklin and Moss (1988). On the other hand, Sitkoff (1993) thinks World War II muted black protest, as the victory of the war was more important than anything else. 

Although the number of blacks registered to vote increased largely by 1950, blacks in the South were still politically powerless (Sitkoff, 1993).

What bettered the situation of blacks was the huge growth of American economy after World War II. Sitkoff (1993) explains that it meant that blacks could get jobs in industry and enter labour unions previously closed to blacks, and their income increased without undermining the whites. 

2.2 The NAACP and desegregation of education 

In the 1950s, the NAACP focused all their efforts on desegregating public schools.

2.2.1 Brown v. Board of Education

In the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka of 1954 the United States Supreme Court declared segregation in public school unconstitutional (Brisbane, 1983).

About fifteen hundred blacks in the Deep South and border states were attending universities and professional school by mid 1953. This was a great success for blacks. After almost a century of fighting against segregation, and racial discrimination they gained their freedom (Brisbane, 1983). 

2.2.2 Means of opposition to integration

2.2.2.1 Brown II.

Their happiness lasted only one year, though. In the second decision, Brisbane (1983) writes, the desegregation was assigned to district courts with order that desegregation should occur “with all deliberate speed”. This meant postponing the desegregation as long as possible. To prevent desegregation, schools in Virginia were closing. 

2.2.2.2 Closure of schools

The Southern states did not stop closing schools on purpose to avoid desegregation until 1960. But even after black students were admitted to school, they had to deal with harassment of their teachers and schoolmates, which was supported by segregationists. They were ignored in the better case, often insulted, threatened or attacked by their white schoolmates. Some of the blacks rather returned to segregated school, but more and more blacks did not give up and stayed to fight for their self-esteem and equality. Sitkoff (1993) mentions that to prevent school desegregation, segregationists legalized about 450 laws. 
2.2.2.3 White Citizen’s Council

First White Citizen’s Council was established, with the fourteen founding members of Mississippi, but as Louisiana, Alabama, Texas, Arkansas, Florida and Georgia joined, its membership grew up to half a million. They intended to make it harder for blacks who wanted their kids admitted to white schools and signed school petitions. Many blacks lost their jobs, were forced out from their homes and were refused services. The Ku Klux Klan and other racist groups stood behind them (Sterling, 1968).

In addition, in 1956 Southern congressmen united and signed a “Declaration of Constitutional Principles” where they appealed to the Southern states not to desegregate their schools. According to them, the federal court could not decide whether a school should be desegregated or not, this was only in power of a state (Sitkoff, 1993).

2.2.3 Integration in Little Rock

Even after ordered desegregation, studies of blacks were thwarted by whites, because the racial prejudice was still deep inside them. As President Eisenhower said, “You cannot change people’s hearts merely by laws.” (Sitkoff, 1993, p. 30)
Nevertheless, in 1957, he used armed troops to protect nine African-American students in Little Rock, Arkansas from terrorizing by white mobs. According to Sterling (1968) the nine black teenagers were tormented and humiliated by their white schoolmates, but they became the best-known teenagers in the country. 

After that, all public high schools in Little Rock were closed to prevent desegregation. 

They would be closed for 2 years and still by year 1964, only 123 out of 7,000 black students would attend integrated schools, Sitkoff (1993) claims.

Sterling (1968) points out that also other states wanted to prevent blacks from attending white schools by destroying schools, bombing their homes, closing the schools or boycotting. 

Many black people hoped that desegregated education would be a successful and quick way to racial equality, but it did not happen (Sitkoff, 1993).

Sterling (1968) points out that ten years after the Supreme Court declared segregated schools unconstitutional, only 2,25 % of Southern black boys and girls attended schools together with whites. The remaining 2,876,967 students were still receiving inferior education. 

Young blacks throughout the South wanted to defend themselves and confront white racists and segregationists, but they did not have a leader yet and were very unorganized. The majority of them, mainly uneducated, were passive and apathetic, they were afraid to act, King (1961) describes. It did not change until Martin Luther King became a leader in civil rights movement and gave the nation a new policy, a policy of nonviolence (Brisbane, 1983).

2.3 Martin Luther King

Martin Luther King Jr. was born in 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia. At the age of fifteen enrolled at Morehouse College. He wanted to become a minister just like his father (Rysková, 1988).

Rysková (1988) states that after graduation in 1948, King enrolled Crozer Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania, one of the best theological schools for whites as well as blacks, for his Bachelor of Divinity Degree. 

In January 1949 in Philadelphia, King attended a lecture of the president of Howard University Mordecai Wyatt Johnson. M.W. Johnson had just returned from India and was telling his students about the philosophy, teaching and liberational fight of Mahátma Ghándí. King was impressed by the non-violent methods of the fight for freedom and started considering using them for black rights movement (Rysková, 1988). King (1961) says he was also influenced by Thoreau’s Essay on Civil Disobedience, which he read during his student days. 
He decided for postgraduate studies at Boston University’s School of Theology. He was an excellent student, Rysková (1988) claims.
It was in Boston where King met Coretta Scott, his future wife, and in 1953, they got married.

In 1954, he graduated from Boston University with a doctoral degree and had many great job opportunities. He chose to work as a pastor in a Baptist Church in the South - in Montgomery, Alabama (Brisbane, 1983).

In Montgomery, King was shocked by the strength of the white racism and wanted to change it. As Sitkoff (1993, p. 43) described it, white racism in Montgomery “poisoned white minds and destroyed the bodies and souls of blacks”. 

King (1961) described the humiliations and indignities blacks had to suffer on buses everyday. White bus drivers were often rude to them, blacks often had to re-enter at the rear door after paying at the front and drivers sometimes pulled off without them. They were not allowed to sit on the seats reserved for whites even though they were empty and had to give up even the unreserved seats when whites were occupying all the reserved seats and more whites were boarding the bus. 

2.4 Montgomery Bus Boycott

In 1955, a fifteen year old girl, Claudette Colvin, was arrested because she refused to give up her seat to a white passenger on a bus. During the year of 1955, five women and two children were imprisoned and one man was even killed for not obeying the bus driver orders (Sitkoff, 1993).

2.4.1 Rosa Parks arrest

On December 1st, Mrs. Rosa Parks, a black forty-year-old woman, refused to give up her seat in a bus to a white male in Montgomery.
Parks said “that the only way to let them know I felt I was being mistreated was to do just what I did – resist the order. I felt it was just something I had to do” (Sitkoff, 1993, p. 38).
According to Williams (2005), the action was not spontaneous at all. He thinks it was all planned by the NAACP, as she was a former secretary of the Alabama branch of NAACP and worked hard to get voting rights for blacks of Alabama before and to end the bus segregation.

King (1961) destroys this presumption in his book called Stride toward Freedom. He says that Rosa Parks acted because she just had enough of all the indignities and could not take it any longer.

She got arrested on the next station. E.D. Nixon, president of the Alabama NAACP, stood bail for her and started planning bus boycott together with Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy and Martin L. King and about fifty other black representatives of Montgomery, writes Sitkoff (1993). For King (1961) the arrest of Rosa Parks was not the cause of the boycott, but just an accelerating factor.

2.4.2 The bus boycott

The boycott was planned on December 5th. Black people in Montgomery stopped using bus transport when going to work or returning home and about three hundred blacks who owned a car transported blacks around the city, Sitkoff says (1993). King (1961) writes that all taxi companies owned by African Americans agreed to transport blacks for the regular ten-cent bus fare. About seven thousand leaflets about the bus boycott were distributed around the city and it was also printed in the local newspapers, so all Montgomery blacks knew about the boycott. Instead of the hoped-for 60%, almost 100% of blacks did not use a bus. 

That evening on a mass meeting, Nixon suggested to keep the boycott going until the city accepted demands of hiring blacks as bus drivers, better treatment of blacks in buses and approve of “first come – first-served” seating system (Sitkoff, 1993).

Nixon, together with the Reverend Ralph D. Abernathy, minister of the First Baptist Church, founded a new organization named the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA). Martin Luther King was selected as president, Sitkoff (1993) states. 

After the first week of boycott, the police prohibited the African American taxi companies from charging their passengers only 10 cents. By law they had to charge a minimum fare of forty-five cents. They lost the cheap taxi service, but instead about one hundred and fifty volunteer drivers offered to transport blacks (King, 1961).

Sterling (1968) writes that the leaders of Montgomery Improvement Association started to negotiate with the city officials and the bus company spokesmen. But the negotiations were not going anywhere and the blacks participating in the boycott were getting arrested for uncertain reasons. Even Martin L. King was jailed for driving 30 miles per hour in 25 miles an hour zone. 

At first, whites of Montgomery mocked the bus boycott and did not believe blacks could make it to an effective end. Despite the first doubts about the persistence of the boycott, it lasted for 381 days.

Sikoff (1993) adds that the bus boycott soon caused a decrease in the bus company’s income by more then 50%. Whites were surprised by the development of the boycott and resorted to firing the boycott leaders, the volunteer drivers were fined and arrested on unreasonable, even fictional, charges. Thus, the volunteer drivers quit transporting blacks around the city, dreading of losing their cars and licenses. More than 17,500 black started walking around the city rather than using the buses. 

On January 30th, a white woman threw a bomb on King’s porch. Fortunately, nobody was hurt and this attempt united the black community even more. 

At the beginning of 1956, the boycott started to have a great effect on the city’s economy and the bus company was near bankrupt. Even though the bus company was willing to accept some of the black community’ demands, the city and officials did not want to give up. They accused 115 blacks, including King, of unjustly boycotting the bus company. After a four-day long trial, King was fined 1,000 dollars (Sitkoff, 1993).

The city was desperate now and wanted the car pool to be prohibited judiciously and wanted a compensation from the members of Montgomery Improvement Association (more than 15,000 dollars). While they were tried for a “public nuisance”, the United States Supreme Court ruled segregation on buses unconstitutional, King (1961) writes. On December 21st, Montgomery finally received the order for desegregation and with this day, the Montgomery bus boycott was over. On the next day, Martin L. King with Ralph Abernathy, E.D. Nixon and a white minister, Glenn Smiley, boarded on the buses to sit together with whites in any empty seats.

Later that month, Brisbane (1983) claims, other twenty-five cities in the South ended bus segregation. 

Violence from whites and the KKK occurred in next days, but they were never punished. Several churches and homes were bombed (King, 1961). 

2.5 The Southern Christian Leadership Conference

According to Sitkoff (1993) the Montgomery boycott inspired many southern cities to organize bus boycotts too. In addition, the Montgomery bus boycott attracted national as well as international attention and America, as great world power, wanted to be seen as an ideal democracy with human rights, Sitkoff (1993) conveys.

In 1957, black preachers from the South met to establish a new organization named the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Sikoff (1993, p. 56) writes that in its first official declaration, the SCLC appealed to blacks “to understand that nonviolence is not a symbol of weakness or cowardice, bus as Jesus demonstrated, nonviolent resistance transforms weakness into strength and breed courage in the face of danger.” It was supported by black churches. 

Martin Luther King was elected president of the SCLC. As Brisbane (1983) writes, Martin L. King was a great speaker, he was proud, patient, intelligent and extremely courageous. He took risks and won. He happened to be in the right place at the right time. If blacks organized a protest in earlier decades, they would be lynched, but not in 1950s. The violence against black people was not tolerated much anymore (Brisbane, 1983). 

Brisbane (1983) says that Martin L. King was an important figure in the civil rights movement. The black people from the North and the South loved him. He gave hope to black people, he became their hero and messiah.

The Montgomery bus boycott and King’s nonviolent methods of protesting were inspirational. By August 1961, 110 cities and towns in Southern and border states desegregated public places. About 70 thousand blacks took part in the marches, protests and strikes (Brisbane, 1983). 

2.6 Sit-ins

In 1960, blacks in the South still could not eat next to whites in restaurants and lunch counters, they could not be in school together with whites and did not have voting rights. Blacks hated that the desegregation was kept postponed, they felt humiliated and their patience ran out. They wanted the end of Jim Crow, Sitkoff (1993) writes. 

2.6.1 Greensboro

On Monday, February 1st 1960, four black students from Agricultural and Technical College, an all-black school in Greensboro, North Carolina, decided to act. They went to a lunch counter, sat on seats reserved for “whites only” and promised not to leave until they got served. They did not get served all day, but when they returned to their school campus, about fifty student leaders joined them and established the Student Executive Committee for Justice. They agreed to endure until they get served and remain passive, nonviolent. The sit-ins continued till Friday with about 300 blacks demonstrating. Then the demonstrations were stopped in order to negotiate with whites. Whites were unwilling to meet the demands of blacks, thus, on April 1st, the sit-ins and boycotts started again. After more than one-third economic loss, whites were compelled to compromise and in August 1960, blacks in Greensboro were finally served (Sitkoff, 1993). 

The sit-ins in Greensboro inspired blacks throughout the South. It is estimated that by August 1961 about seventy thousand blacks as well as whites took part in sit-ins, 3 thousand of them being imprisoned. In March, the imprisoned students started refusing to pay fines and decided to stay in jail instead. Sitkoff (1993) writes that this new policy was called jail-in. 

Arresting students only provoked demonstrations in more and more Southern cities. All Southern blacks held to nonviolent policy, unlike the KKK and other white racists in the South. They attacked black protesters with knives, chains, guns. The police used dogs against women and children (Sitkoff, 1993). 
2.6.2 Atlanta

In Atlanta, blacks organized sit-ins in restaurants, lunch counters and bus and train stations, demanding desegregation in public facilities, voting rights for blacks, equality in education, employment and housing, and called for better health services. The whole black community supported students in their demonstrations. There were not only sit-ins, but Sitkoff (1993) also mentions swim-ins in pools and beaches, read-ins in libraries, play-ins and walk-ins in parks and watch-ins in cinemas. 
On television, the nation could see whites kicking and haling blacks off their chairs, spiting on them, burning them with cigarettes, Sterling (1968) describes. Blacks would just stand up and sit again, not returning the violence back. 

2.6.2.1 The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee

In April 1960, black students and members of SCLC, CORE and FOR met in a conclave. Fifteen selected students were entrusted to create an organization, which they named the Temporary Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee with headquarters in Atlanta. 

Later, the organization became permanent and the name of the organization changed to the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), for they knew, they were still a long journey from winning the battle. It was a student’s movement and did not want any big organizations such as CORE, FOR or SCLC to be involved very much. Its main goal was to achieve full racial equality by nonviolent means (Brisbane, 1983). 

2.6.2.2 Desegregation of public facilities

Finally, on September 27th 1961, segregation in Atlanta came to an end, Sitkoff (1993) writes.

Student organizations of North expressed sympathy with black students in South and provided money to pay bail for jailed blacks. White students participated in sit-ins pickets with “We Walk So They May Sit” slogans, Brisbane (1983) writes. Even President Eisenhower and John F. Kennedy appreciated the determination of black Southerners (Sitkoff, 1993). 

Sikoff (1993, p. 82) writes that every little success made blacks fight for desegregation even harder. One proud black student said: “I myself desegregated a lunch counter, not somebody else, not some big man, some powerful man, but little me.” 

The sit-ins were also a huge eye-opener for whites, indeed. Blacks showed them they would not conform to them anymore (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.7 The Freedom Rides of 1961

In 1960, the United States Supreme Court in the case of Boyton v. Virginia ordered to desegregate waiting rooms and other accommodations in railway and bus terminals in Virginia (Brisbane, 1983). 

2.7.1 First Freedom Ride

In the Freedom Rides of 1961, Sterling (1968) says, they did not want to test only the seating in buses, but also in terminal restaurants, waiting rooms and rest rooms. Going from Washington, D.C. to New Orleans, they planned to get arrested and in such way show how the Southern states ignored the law, to attract attention to racial discrimination and make the federal government act. Garrow (1988) writes that the arrival to New Orleans was planned on May 17th, the seventh anniversary of Brown. 

First, the Freedom Riders were trained on nonviolence and the CORE notified President John F. Kennedy, the Justice Department and the FBI about planning the civil disobedience.  

On May 4th, seven blacks and six whites, divided into two groups, set off southward in two buses (Sitkoff, 1993). 

The Freedom Riders travelled through the Southern states without many difficulties, Sitkoff (1993) claims. In Georgia, the riders were served at the white lunch counters. On the 9th of May in South Carolina, they met with violence for the first time. When John Lewis and Albert Bigelow came in a white waiting room they were attacked by a group of whites. The police implicated in the incident only after a woman was attacked. James Peck, a white pacifist, and Henry Thomas, a black student, were arrested in Winnsboro for sitting in white cafeteria (Sitkoff, 1993). 

On May 13th, the Freedom Riders got together and regrouped before going to Alabama and Mississippi. On the next day, when coming to Anniston in Alabama, the bus was attacked by a white mob. They managed to escape only thanks to the police. However, the mob followed the bus in cars and threw a bomb into the bus through a window. While the bus was on fire, the mob was beating the Freedom Riders getting off the bus. The local hospital refused to take care of the injured (Sitkoff, 1993). When they arrived to Birmingham, a mob of forty whites were already waiting for them. The KKK were promised by the Police Commissioner T. Eugene “Bull” Connor fifteen minutes to beat the Freedom Riders. 

Even after this nasty affair, the Freedom Riders wanted to continue to Montgomery (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.7.2 Second Freedom Ride

The second Freedom Ride was organized by members of SNCC. On May 17th, eight blacks and two whites set off from Nashville to Birmingham by bus. When they reached the city, they were arrested by Police Commissioner “Bull” Connor and imprisoned for one night (Garrow, 1988). In protest, the students went on hunger-strike, Sitkoff claims (1993).
Next day, the Freedom Riders were escorted from the city by Police Commissioner Connor. On May 21st, twenty-one Riders got on a bus heading to Montgomery. They were followed by police cars and a helicopter as far as the city of Montgomery. However, in Montgomery, the police left them and the Riders got brutally beaten up by a crowd of three hundred hysterical whites. The mob soon grew up to one thousand, but the Riders were still getting no help from the police (Sitkoff, 1993).
The inhumanity of the white mob and ignorance of the police in Montgomery attracted national as well as world’s attention. Nearly all American news media despised the savage treatment of the Freedom Riders (Sitkoff, 1993). College students, teachers, housewives and others from as far as California and Washington state came to join the Freedom Riders, Sterling (1968) writes.

According to Garrow (1988), General Attorney, Robert Kennedy, was upset with local officials because they broke their promises to protect the Riders and arranged a federal court injunction prohibiting the KKK and other racists from terrorizing the Riders. 

Martin L. King came to Montgomery to reopen the Freedom Ride. On May 21st, King together with representatives of CORE and SNCC arranged a mass meeting in Ralph Abernathy’s First Baptist Church. More than 12 hundred people attended the meeting, meanwhile even larger crowd of whites gathered outside the Church. They started assaulting the blacks, but this time, the National Guard and state troops intervened on the order of President Kennedy (Sitkoff, 1993). Not until six in the morning did the white mob disperse though, Garrow (1988) writes, as the marshals could not restore order.  

When setting off on their final stage on the next day, the Freedom Riders, joined by volunteer Riders from Atlanta, New York, New Orleans and Washington, D.C., went through Alabama to Mississippi guarded by National Guardsmen, 3 airplanes and 2 helicopters. King was very criticized for not joining them, Garrow (1988) claims. 

During the summer of 1961, over a thousand Freedom Riders kept coming to Jackson trying to desegregate the lunch counters, railroad and airport facilities. All of them were arrested by the police (Sitkoff, 1993).

2.7.3 Desegregation in interstate transportation

Finally in November 1961, the Interstate Commerce Commission ended segregation in interstate transportation, Brisbane (1983) writes.

2.7.4 Albany

In the city of Albany, the police arrested nine Freedom Riders when trying to desegregate the lunch counter in bus terminal. Also about four hundred black high school and college students marching on a city hall (Sitkoff, 1993). 

Martin L. King came to the city to help in December 1961. He led a freedom march but before they could reach the town hall, King and some hundred marchers were arrested by the police. King declared to stay in the jail until the demands were met. They all were released the next day, when the Albany city made some promises. But blacks were deceived and the promises were circumvented (Sitkoff, 1993). 

The Freedom Rides vitalized the civil rights struggle, Sitkoff (1993) claims. A rivalry started up between the civil rights groups, challenging one another to try even harder and more defiantly to end the racial discrimination. 

It also was a protest where whites and non-Southerners participated more than in any other protest and most of them wanted to end the segregation (Sitkoff, 1993). But the Rides also showed the brutality of the white racism in the South and the violence was the main thing they wanted to cease. Unlike the “long-suffering Montgomery bus boycotters” and peaceful students in sit-in, the Riders were seen as troublemakers looking for violence (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.8 Enfranchisement of blacks

All black leaders agreed that now after the desegregation of interstate travel it was time to focus on other problems of racial discrimination, to fight for new goals. 

For a few years now, the Southern Regional Council concerned about the black disenfranchisement and also the Justice Department and the Attorney General Robert Kennedy wanted to help blacks to have their voting rights. 

General Attorney believed that black voter registration was a way to change the situation in the South. He communicated with the representatives of CORE, SCLC, SNCC and the National Student Association. The Justice officials promised to provide money and protection for the voter applicants and civil-rights workers. 

Timothy Jenkins, a vice-president of the National Student Association wanted the students to cease the demonstrations and engage in the voter registration. Not all students agreed with this idea, as they believed that stopping the demonstrations would help the white to gain control. 

Marion Barry and Diane Nash from SNCC wanted to desegregate public facilities, equality in employment for blacks. They wanted to accomplish this by nonviolent direct action. 

The other group of students believed that black enfranchisement could be vital for liberation.  

These factions had different opinions and would not resign, until James Forman was selected as the SNCC’s executive director. He persuaded the factions that black voter registration and dealing with the revenge of white power is indeed a very direct action and made them cooperate. The organization was divided into the Direct Action Projects, led by Diane Nash, and Voter Registration led by Charles Jones. They joined with CORE, NAACP, SCLC and the Urban League and began to work together in Voter Education Project in April 1962 (Sitkoff, 1993).

2.8.1 Mississippi

First, they went to the state of Mississippi and started opening Voter Registration Schools, where they taught blacks how to vote, encouraging them and accompanying them to the registrar’s office. Whites stood up to the efforts of enfranchisement by threatening, attacking, putting them in jail, torturing, even killing the civil-rights activists. 

“The violence against the effort to enfranchise blacks, continued until the Mississippi Freedom Summer of 1964, when at least thirty homes were bombed, thirty-five churched burned, eighty persons were beaten, and there were more than thirty shooting incidents, and six known murders.” Many of the young and brave activists were stressed by the permanent uncertainty and fear of the aggression of whites. (Sitkoff, 1993, p. 113)
Also registration officials were doing everything to prevent blacks from registration. Blacks who tried to register and worked for whites lost their jobs, their houses were bombed or were refused to be sold any goods. 

The Department of Justice, although promised, did not intervene and John F. Kennedy lost the trust of blacks. 

According to Sitkoff (1993) the number of the registered blacks in Mississippi increased the least (only by a bit more than 1%) from all the Southern states. 

2.8.2 Albany Movement

In Albany, Georgia, the efforts to enfranchise blacks lasted longer than a year. Thousands of them participated in demonstrations, sit-ins and boycotts to enfranchise and desegregate public facilities and more than thousand of blacks were imprisoned, including King and Abernathy. Later, the federal government prohibited the demonstration and even though King wanted to continue in the demonstrations, he did not want to stand up to the federal government and on recommendation of Robert Kennedy he left the city, Rysková (1988) writes. 

Despite all effort, only a few could vote and all local schools, bus terminals, swimming pools, lunch counters and libraries remained segregated. The campaign failed because Kennedy and the Department of Justice never intervened in the white repression (Sitkoff, 1993). 

After the failure in Albany, many blacks were discouraged and doubtful about King and his nonviolent policy. By 1963, only 8% of Southern black children went to desegregated schools. 

King and the leadership of the SCLC were afraid that blacks would now incline to leaders despising nonviolence and integration, such as Malcolm X, and felt they had to prove that nonviolence was the right method. Sitkoff (1933) writes that Malcolm X promoted black nationalism, declaring that “Our enemy is the white man”.
2.8.3 Birmingham Campaign 

King was invited to Birmingham by Reverend Fred Lee Shuttlesworth, the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights’ leader. 

Birmingham was the most segregated city in America even thought forty percent of its population was black and King was supposed to lead the nonviolent protests there. Sitkoff (1993) writes that all schools, restaurants, rest rooms, drinking fountains, city parks and playgrounds were segregated or closed to prevent desegregation. 
Moreover, terrorization of blacks was on a daily routine in this dangerous Klan city, nicknamed “Bombingham” or “Dynamite Hill” by blacks for its unsolved bombings (Garrow, 1988). 

The biggest segregationists in Birmingham were Police Commissioner Eugene T. “Bull” Connor, who was an enthusiastic racist and brutally suppressed any effort of desegregation, as well as the Alabama governor, George Wallace (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.8.3.1 Project C

King together with the most influential leader of blacks of Birmingham, Fred Shuttlesworth, and the SCLC leaders worked out very carefully a plan of an attack, called Project C (C for Confrontation). In January 1963, it was the hundredth anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation and they felt it was a good time to demonstrate. They set the beginning of the campaign on April 3rd. King went from city to city, looking for volunteers for the demonstrations and lecturing about his nonviolent policy. The volunteers had to promise not to provoke or use violence (Sitkoff, 1993). 

In the first stage of Project C, blacks began the sit-ins in lunch counters. As they expected they were arrested, but still continued, seeking to attract attention of Kennedy’s Administration and national news media, Sitkoff (1993) writes. 

By the protest in Birmingham blacks wanted to achieve six specific goals: desegregation of the store facilities, equal employment opportunities in these stores and in government, dismissal of all charges form previous protests, reopening closed recreation facilities in Birmingham and establishing a biracial committee (Garrow, 1988).

The marches on City Hall on April 6th and 7th, led by Shuttleworth and King’s brother, Reverend A.D. King, started off the second stage of Project C. As they anticipated and intended, all of them were arrested by Connor and attracted the attention of mass media. 

On April 10th, all racial demonstrations in the city of Birmingham were prohibited. Two days later on Good Friday, King and Abernathy led another march on City Hall despite the injunction against all marches or other protests. Connor had them all arrested. The arresting and police violence only provoked more demonstrations and freedom walks (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.8.3.2 Imprisonment

When in jail, King wrote a nineteen pages long essay, called “Letter from the Birmingham Jail”, where he justified his nonviolent policy and direct actions of civil disobedience. He wrote about the humiliation blacks have to experience every day and that blacks could not be asked to wait and postpone fighting for their rights anymore. The essay was published by a number of national papers (Sitkoff, 1993). 

King and Abernathy left jail on April 20th, after they heard that the movement was in danger. The leaders now decided to use black children in the demonstration because adults were hesitating and press was losing its interest and this way the campaign would soon end up with a failure. King was criticized for risking the children’s safety, though, Garrow (1988) claims.

2.8.3.3 D Day

On the “D” Day, which took place on May 2nd, about a thousand of black children marched to the town singing freedom songs. In the end, 959 children were arrested. This did not bring them down and the demonstrations continued for a few more days, but they met with brutal violence. The police used dogs and high-pressure hoses against the children and black adults started to defy the police with pistols, bottles, rocks and knives in their hands. About 15 hundred children were arrested within three days (Sitkoff, 1993). About 1,100 students were expelled for skipping their classes to demonstrate, Garrow (1988) claims.

The pictures of violence made millions of indifferent whites remorseful. King was suddenly hugely supported and President Kennedy was forced to start resolving the conflict instead of avoiding it. Kennedy’s Administration was finally willing to negotiate but not to accede to terms. Therefore, demonstrations continued. The largest demonstrations took place on May 6th and 7th, when thousands of black students participated in sit-ins, pray-ins, picketing, marches chanting freedom slogans. They were arrested and again cruelly assaulted by police dogs and fire-hoses. American public was shocked and wished for the end of the conflict (Sitkoff, 1993).

2.8.4 Desegregation in Alabama

The negotiations finally began and the white community started agreeing to the basic terms of blacks in Birmingham. It made blacks even more cheered up, when the United States Supreme Court declared Alabama segregation laws to be unconstitutional, Sitkoff (1993) writes. 

2.8.5 Consequences

Whites of Birmingham were furious with the victory of black community and wanted vengeance. After the atomic attack on a house of Martin L. King’s brother and on the SCLC’s headquarters in Birmingham, and an assassination of the Executive secretary of the Mississippi NAACP, the black community started demonstrating, returning the violence back to the police and attacking whites (Sitkoff, 1993). 

After Birmingham campaign all civil-rights organizations radicalized and became more militant. They became rivals, struggling for money and be more successful than the other organizations. 

The victory in Birmingham was very important for the pride and self-confidence of blacks, as they realized that if they could win in “Bombingham”, they could win in any other town or city. “Nearly eight hundred boycotts, marches, and sit-ins in some two hundred cities and towns across the South occurred in the three months after the Birmingham accord. By the end of 1963, more than twenty thousand protesters had been arrested, and at least ten had been killed” (Sitkoff, 1993, p. 137).
Desperate whites in the Deep South resorted to terrorism and killing civil-rights activists and integrationists, but also black youth. Blacks were losing patience with King’s nonviolent policy, Sitkoff (1993) thinks. 

King believed in his nonviolent means of protesting and kept travelling from city to city giving speeches. In the North though, King’s nonviolent policy was senseless. A leader of the Northern blacks, Malcolm X, disliked King and his policy and did not hesitate to show it. He preached separatism and violent revolution instead of integration and nonviolence (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.8.6 President’s interference

In summer of 1963, the President Kennedy decided to engage in the civil-rights movement, partly for political reasons. He could stay indifferent no longer. He ordered the University of Alabama to admit two black students. 

Kennedy’s Administration introduced a civil rights law to the Congress, that would enact desegregation of public facilities (Sitkoff, 1993). Only a few hours after, Garrow (1988) writes, the Mississippi NAACP leader, Medgar Evers, was shot and killed in Jackson. 

2.9 The March for Jobs and Freedom on Washington

On August 28th 1963, a large political rally was organized in Washington. It was named the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom and Brisbane (1983, page 71) described it as “easily the greatest demonstration ever to be held in the nation’s capital”.
About 250,000 people (a fifth of them were whites) gathered at the Lincoln Memorial, where there was a program of music and speakers prepared, including A. Philip Randolph, Roy Wilkins or John Lewis. The greatest and most moving speech given there, was the one called “I have a dream”, delivered by Martin L. King (Sitkoff, 1993). Rysková (1988) writes that the audience burst into applause and started singing “We shall overcome” song. 

Garrow (1988) writes that the goals of the March were the passage of Kennedy’s civil rights bill, desegregation of schools, a federal public-works job program and federal action to end racial discrimination in employment.

Kennedy was afraid that the March would turn violent and the chances of the passage of the bill would lower, but he was impressed how peaceful the March was and invited King and the March leaders to the White House (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.10 The Assassination of Kennedy

Before the civil-rights bill could be passed, John F. Kennedy was assassinated on November 22nd in Dallas, Texas. Many felt sympathy and supported the passage of the bill as proper memorial to Kennedy. The bill was passed and signed by President Lyndon Johnson, who supported strongly, on July 2nd 1964. It prohibited segregation in most public accommodations, prohibited discrimination in employment and established a Community Relations Service (Sitkoff, 1993).

2.11 The Nobel Peace Prize

In December 1964, Martin Luther King received a Nobel Prize for his work to end racial segregation and discrimination through civil disobedience and other nonviolent means, Rysková (1988) mentions. At the age of thirty-five, he was the youngest person ever to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. He was also chosen a “Man of the Year” for 1963 by Time magazine (Garrow, 1988). 

2.12 The Summer Project in Mississippi

After the March on Washington, the CORE and SNCC began dealing with the voter registration, which they considered crucial for empowering blacks. With political power of blacks they wanted to defeat the racism and poverty. 

The CORE centred its voter registration pursuits in Florida, Louisiana and South Carolina and SNCC concentrated in Alabama and on the most undeveloped, poorest and the most segregated state of the United States, Mississippi (Sitkoff, 1993). 

According to Sitkoff (1993), in Mississippi, only 5% of blacks could register to vote and an average black family’s income was three times lower than the one of a white family. It was a very dangerous city and very segregation-inapproachable, and civil-rights activists had to take pains more than in any other struggle. 

Bob Moses of SNCC found a Freedom Election in November 1963 to show the white community that blacks wanted the voting right. About eighty thousand disenfranchised blacks participated in the mock election and Moses regarded it as very successful (Sitkoff, 1993). 

Moses revived the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO). Aaron Henry was chosen as its president and Moses as its program director. David Dennis of CORE became his assistant. 

After the Freedom Election, on a meeting of COFO, CORE and SNCC, Dennis introduced an idea to organize a Freedom Summer. They agreed to use white volunteers in the movement, as a protection from racist attacks and to attract attention, Sitkoff (1993) writes. 

2.12.1 Opposition 

While blacks were preparing for the project, whites were not wasting their time either. The number of police officers and patrolmen increased, the Mississippi KKK was organized. Whites were arresting, attacking and killing blacks, bombing and destroying black homes, churches and headquarters of COFO, CORE and SNCC (Sitkoff, 1993). According to Franklin and Moss (1988), between June and October, about twenty-four Negro churches were destroyed. 

The brutality of white racism attracted attention of whole nation. 

After a murder of three young volunteers of the Freedom Summer by the KKK, blacks were frustrated for being brutally assaulted, without any efforts or support from the city and police, so they started arming themselves. The murder also influenced relationship between black and white volunteers in a negative way (Sitkoff, 1993).

2.12.2 Freedom Schools

Despite the conflicts, the Summer Project endured. About fifty Freedom Schools and community centres were established, where about nine hundred volunteers, usually college students, taught more than 3,500 thousand blacks black history or academic skills and encouraged the voter registration and leadership, Sterling writes (1968).

2.12.3 Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

In spite of all the effort and exertion of COFO, only sixteen hundred blacks registered within the Summer Project, because many of them were afraid of losing job or being killed or because of the difficult literacy tests. COFO, therefore, created a new party called the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party (MFDP), which almost eighty thousand disenfranchised blacks registered to. Sixty-four blacks and four whites were selected as delegates to attend the Democratic National Convention in Atlanta to challenge all-white and anti-civil rights delegation and win seats for blacks of Mississippi (Sitkoff, 1993). 

But because a presidential candidate of Democratic Party, Lyndon B. Johnson, was afraid of losing support of the Democratic Party he needed to win elections in the South. Johnson offered MFDP a compromise: two non-voting seats in the Convention, promising that the regular Mississippi delegation would support the party ticket and that all delegations disenfranchising blacks would not be accepted to the Convention. The MFDP did not accept. They felt betrayed and frustrated (Sitkoff, 1993). 

Anyhow, Lyndon won the presidency elections by 61 %. He won because of major support of blacks in every state, but the states of Deep South – Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and South Carolina, where more than a half of competent blacks could not vote. Blacks hoped that Lyndon would support voter registration in the South in order to earn profit for Democrats from black voters. But enfranchisement was not on Lyndon’s programme. On the contrary, he was upset with the civil-rights movement and wanted to destroy King’s reputation (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.13 Selma to Montgomery Marches

SLCL now started conceiving a plan how to make the federal government protect voting rights of black people. They decided to use nonviolence not as a “peaceful persuasion” anymore, but as a tactic, a strategy. Their plan was to organize nonviolent protest, to provoke violence from the white racists, to attract attention of American people, who will demand federal intervention and finally the government will truckle to the pressure, Sitkoff (1993) writes.

In Selma, the next target of the civil-rights movement, only 3% of blacks were registered to vote. Also the county sheriff, James G. Clark, was of the same opinion as “Bull” Connor.

The first month, the campaign was not successful, Sterling (1968) thinks. There were many arrested, but no registered. 

2.13.1 “Bloody Sunday”

During one march in Marion, Jimmie Lee Jackson was killed by Alabama trooper. As a reaction to his death, the SNCC and the SCLC activists organized a mass march from Selma to Montgomery. King left Selma because of being threatened to be killed, so Hosea Williams and John Lewis let the march on Sunday on March 7th 1965. At a presence of TV cameras and news reporters, five hundred marchers, singing freedom songs, were going from Brown Chapel toward the Edmund Pettus Bridge, the gateway out of Selma. On the bridge, about hundred Major Cloud’s policemen and hundred Sheriff Clark’s troopers were already waiting for them and determined to stop the march they blocked the end of the bridge. Afterwards, they started attacking the marchers with tear gas, chains and electric cattle prods. About fifty black were severely injured. 

Thanks to the TV broadcast all nation saw it. Indignant and shocked people demanded an action and voting-rights legislation from the Congress. Thousands of black and white were staging sit-ins and marches through America to show solidarity and sympathy to blacks of Alabama (Sitkoff, 1993). According to Garrow (1988), six hundred pickets were organized at the White House to call for federal intervention. 

2.13.2 Second march

They were determined to go on with the march, they wanted to cross the bridge and continue to Montgomery. Although Judge Johnson gave an injunction to Martin L. King to take part in the march, King promised to lead the second one on March 9th. Civil-rights leaders James Farmer, Jim Forman and Fred Shuttlesworth came to Selma to join him, Garrow (1988) writes. 

Also President Johnson and the Congress expressed their disagreement with the planned march and King did not want to fight with the federal government for needing its support. For this reason, he agreed to lead the march across the bridge as far as the state troopers at the end of the bridge, pray shortly and then leave, if Alabama authorities did not attack the marchers. Only King knew about this compromise, so when about two thousand blacks and whites were ordered to stop the march on the bridge, they were taken by surprise and disappointed. As blacks were leaving the bridge, line of troopers blocking the highway suddenly withdrew, leaving the bridge free to pass. Garrow (1988) thinks it was an attempt to embarrass King. In awkward situation, King promised to lead another march to Montgomery.

White attack on three ministers, murdering one of them, provoked new demonstrations and demands for federal actions and civil-rights legislation (Sitkoff, 1993). 

In March 15th, President Johnson in his speech called “We shall overcome” asked the Congress to pass a voting-rights bill and made blacks very happy with his support of the movement (Garrow, 1988). President also persuaded Judge Johnson to permit the march and ordered Governor Wallace to protect the marchers (Sterling, 1968). 

2.13.3 Third march

On March 21st, Alabama National Guard escorted marchers through Alabama. Four days later, when approaching to Montgomery, three hundred marchers were joined by about fifty thousand blacks and whites. Another huge group was waiting for King and the marchers in Montgomery, where at the State Capitol the civil-rights leaders gave speeches (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.13.4 Voting Rights Act of 1965

In August 1965, the House of Representatives as well as the Congress passed the bill by majority. President signed the voting rights bill into law and promised improvement of in housing, employment and education of black people (Sitkoff, 1993). 

Franklin and Moss (198) write that it also suspended all literacy tests and other tricks that prevented blacks from registering. Black were finally free to register to vote and the number of them was growing very fast. Within a year, more than ten thousand of blacks registered in Selma (Sterling, 1968). 

According to Sitkoff (1993), from 1964 to 1968, the number of black in Alabama registered voters increased by 35%, in Mississippi even by 52%.   

2.14 Riots

However, blacks stopped believing that their love and suffering would change anything. They wanted to defend themselves. The era of nonviolence ended, Sitkoff (1993) states. 

2.14.1 Watts Riots

Only five days after signing the voting-rights bill, race riot started in Watts, Los Angeles, a black ghetto, where about 250,000 blacks lived.

An arrest of drunk black driver was what started the riot off. Angry blacks started fighting with the police and it did not stop even after reinforcing. In a few hours, mob of black raging people showed their long-hidden anger and started turning cars over and breaking shop-windows. Pillaging lasted till morning, when the police reported the riot to be over (Sitkoff, 1993).

The riot resumed next evening, though, and did not end at dawn. Five thousand blacks, many armed, looted and aggressed property of whites and whites themselves walking in the streets of ghetto (Sitkoff, 1993).
They protested against police brutality, bad housing and transport conditions and unemployment. As Sterling (1968, p. 239) described it: “In the ghetto, prices are high but life is cheap.” 

Since the World War II, blacks were moving to the cities, where they were crowded into the already crowded Negro ghettos. The unemployment rate of blacks was at least double that of whites, Franklin and Moss (1988) claim.

By next two days the number of protesters increased up to fifty thousand and not even the National Guard troops could restore order. Finally, when the six-day long burning and looting ended, thirty-four people had been killed, about nine hundred injured and four thousand arrested. Property damage amounted some thirty million dollars.

Riots in West Side of Chicago and Springfield, Massachusetts followed, thousands of blacks burning, looting and fighting the police (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.14.2 Riots in other cities

Anyhow, this was only a beginning of what was to come, Sitkoff (1993) claims. With the summer of 1966 even more riots and uprising occurred in Chicago, Cleveland San Francisco and other cities. At least seven blacks died, hundreds of blacks were injured, thousands arrested. 

In 1967, the wildest and most violent racial disorders took place in hundred cities throughout America, including Boston, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Cambridge and other. The bloodiest riots were on Newark and Detroit. The property damage reached 664 million dollars (Brisbane, 1983). 
2.14.2.1 Newark

Majority black population of Newark revolted against the high unemployment of blacks, poor housing and medical treatment. The police and the National Guardsmen intervened and as a result, about twenty-five blacks were killed, twelve hundred injured and thirteen hundred arrested (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.14.2.2 Detroit

Unlike the blacks in Newark, most of blacks in Detroit were employed and well off. Half of all the blacks owned automobiles as well as their homes. The riot was unexpected, but just as bloody. Nine thousand National Guardsmen and eight hundred state troopers had to assist the Detroit police to restore order (Brisbane, 1983). The police brutality provoked arson and vandalism. Thousands of blacks lost their homes and jobs. What was worse, forty-three rioters lost their lives (Sitkoff, 1993). 
2.14.3 Reasons of the riots

Blacks protested particularly against the white racism, they wanted to draw attention to the poor state of ghettos and violence of the police. Rysková (1988) states, that majority of the rioters were young unemployed blacks without hope of change. Sitkoff (1993) thinks that civil-rights movement in South changed the psychology of the Northern ghetto. Sterling (1968) thinks that while the South was slowly but surely achieving the desegregation, de facto segregation increased in the North. On television they watched the Southern blacks gaining their rights, it showed them they could succeed too, they could not wait to change their lives. In addition, seeing the great contrast between the lifestyle of blacks and whites and white violence against the African Americans increased the feeling of bitterness and frustration. Nonviolent protest earned them nothing, so desperate blacks of North decided to protest by riots (Sitkoff, 1993). 

Black nationalists saw separatism as the only way to end the violence, Sterling (1968) says. They wanted a part of the United States, some nine or ten states, where they could live and rule separately from whites. Brisbane (1983) writes that liberals, on the contrary, saw the riots as a result to the injustice and bad conditions of blacks in ghettos. 
Also President Lyndon Johnson wanted to help them and established the National Advisory Commission in Civil Disorders in 1967. The Commission examined the riots to find the cause – white racism, Sitkoff (1993) writes.

According to Sitkoff (1993), more than ninety blacks and civil-rights activists were murdered since 1954. Civil-rights organization, CORE and SNCC, wanted to help the blacks in ghettos to improve their living conditions, but they did not know how. 

King was shocked by the affairs in Los Angeles and after the Alabama project, in January 1966, M. L. King decided to move with the SCLC to Chicago. He wanted to be closer to the black from ghettos, to organize nonviolent campaigns and to help them, Rysková (1988) writes. But in Brisbane’s opinion (1983) blacks were not patient anymore to march peacefully and King’s campaign was not much of a success. 

2.15 Black Power

After assassination of Malcolm X in February 1965, his autobiography was published and his philosophy of rejection nonviolence and integration influenced many young blacks. To keep up, both CORE and SNCC abandoned their original policy and adopted the idea of black pride. Many started dressing and wearing their hair like in Africa. The Black Power took over (Sitkoff, 1993). 

Martin Luther King did not stop believing in integration and non-violence. He preached that black violence would do more harm to blacks than to whites. He also stood out against the Vietnam War, as America was spending money on military, instead of using them to improve housing and create jobs for blacks. However, he was criticized by everybody for tampering with the foreign policy and lost his power and status (Sitkoff, 1993).

Also Roy Wilkins denounced the Black Power as the “father of hatred and the mother of violence” (Brisbane, 1983). The movement turned its emphasis from mass demonstrations to politicsm, Sitkoff (1993) claims.

Black nationalist and a new leader of SNCC, Stokely Carmichael, kept promoting the Black Power and urging blacks to “take over” the white people. Rysková (1988) thinks that likeable and intelligent twenty-five year old Carmichael influenced many young blacks. According to Brisbane (1983), all America was talking about Carmichael by summer 1966.

Although the Black Power was more like an idea than a plan and each one understood it differently, it provoked an action. Sitkoff (1993) writes that Black Power, unlike the civil-rights movement, concentrated on the needs of the lower classes and their powerlessness. The Black Power also made blacks aware of their African origin, made them proud to be blacks and believe they are equal. The negative impact of the Black Power was losing white both financial and political support for the movement. 

2.15.1 The Black Panther Party

In October 1966, the Black Panther Party was created, adopting the “Black Power” slogan as well. The Black Panther Party was to struggle against the police brutality against blacks in ghettos, full employment and decent housing and black control of black community but also argued for armed revolt. Later, in February 1968, the SNCC and the Panthers incorporated with Carmichael as a leader (Sitkoff, 1993). 

2.15.2 Assassination of Martin Luther King

On April 3rd, on a church rally, King gave his last speech. Next day, Martin Luther King was assassinated by James Ray while talking to his friends on a hotel balcony in Memphis (Sitkoff, 1993). Garrow (1988) writes that his wife, Coretta, said that King never expected to have a long life. King’s death started off arson riots in more than a hundred cities. 

Without King, efforts for change by nonviolent means were lost. Without him, the civil-rights movement was dying away.

2.15.3 Consequences

The riots of the 60s and the Black Power provoked hostility and dug up the hatchet and prejudices against blacks. Whites abandoned participating in the movement.

With support of the public, new president Nixon and his Administration did everything to stop any efforts of improvement of blacks’ conditions. The nation agreed with his policy and he was re-elected in 1972. Even the following president, Gerald Ford, prevented passing any bill that would provide an open housing and school desegregation. 

In election of 1976, Jimmy Carter became the new president thanks to blacks voting for him, as he promised to improve their situation. However, he did not intend to. In addition, with his economic failures, blacks became even poorer. Blacks now could not even turn to the Supreme Court, as the Court declared that every school district was to order desegregation and rejected busing as the means of integrating schools in 1969. 

Also the next president, Ronald Reagan, avoided any civil-rights programmes. He even wanted to excuse schools practicing racial discrimination from paying taxes and was against the renewal of the Voting Rights Act. However, he was re-elected overwhelmingly in 1984.

Frustrating situation of blacks did not shift even in the era of President George Bush, elected in 1988. 

When white police officers of Los Angeles got away from the punishment for brutally beating an African American, Rodney King, blacks in Los Angeles responded with an arson, looting and killings. Fifty-five people were killed with thousands of injured and arrested.  

2.15.4 Black Muslims

By early seventies, the membership of the Black Muslims amounted to about one hundred thousand members. According to Franklin and Moss (1988), one of the most well-known members of this sect was the world heavyweight boxing champion, Muhammad Ali. 

When the leader of the Black Muslims, Elijah Poole, renamed Elijah Muhammad, died in 1975, the policy of Black Muslims changed a lot. The name of the religious as well as political and social movement changed to the World Community of Islam in the West and all races could join this organization (Franklin, Moss; 1988). 
2.16 Present situation

Although the majority of the Southern blacks were now registered to vote and almost 2,500 were holding elective office, it was still less than 4% of them and they could do nothing with the plight of the poor, Sitkoff (1993) argues. 

In 1950, only 2,8 % of blacks attended college. By 1988, 12,7 % of blacks graduated from college. Still, they had to deal with segregation and inferior education and generally poor conditions. 

As a result of inferior education and jobs, also financial income of African American, though increased since the 1970, was still lower than of whites. 

According to Sitkoff (1993) the number of poor black families, fatherless families and single black mothers was increasing greatly. 

The crime spread a lot in the black ghetto and by 1990, over 45% of blacks were in prison. This even worsened the relationships between the races, whites considered blacks lazy, irresponsible, self-destructive and prone to violence (Sitkoff, 1993).
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

ACS - The American Colonization Society

COFO - The Council of Federated Organizations 

CORE - The Congress of Racial Equality
FOR - Fellowship of Reconciliation 
KKK - The Ku Klux Klan

MFDP - The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party

MIA - The Montgomery Improvement Association

NAACP - The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

SCLC - The Southern Christian Leadership Conference 

SNCC - The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee

CONCLUSION

The aim of my bachelor project was to show evilness of slavery, to show what atrocities were the slave-holders and later the segregationists and white racists able to commit to people of different colour of skin. 

Many activists of the civil rights movement, such as Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks or Martin Luther King, devoted their lives to better conditions of African Americans. Many of them died a violent death, many lives had been lost in vain. 

In all actions against segregation or discrimination of African Americans, such as slave rebellions, bus boycotts, sit-ins, Freedom Rides or marches, they showed to have a great courage, determination and pride. They proved they deserved equal treatment.

Despite all the terror and repression they experienced, they loved whites and did not resort to violence. They achieved all the success by nonviolent means of protesting and civil disobedience. 

Even though the situation is still far from ideal in the United States, they have made a great improvement. Current President of the United States and the first African American to hold this office, Barack Obama, is the living proof. 
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