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Topicality of the issue
Maritime piracy has been for ages an important security challenge for worldwide maritime transport communication. Unfortunately, in two last decades this security phenomenon has arisen in quantity. Many and many piratical acts have been reported in the Gulf of Aden, near Malaysian costs or in the Gulf of Guinea, or in other places in the world. In addition to being a security problem, maritime piracy also raises a number of challenges in the field of international law. The issue of definition of piracy and mainly human rights implications are most mentioned when treating the topicality of maritime piracy. 

Formal and lingustic assessment 
The author of master thesis, written in English, has fortunately respected the basic requirements stipulated in the Dean´s directive for qualification theses PF UPOL B 18/10. The text is structured in a clear and comprehensive way. The quotation system sufficient and consistent. There are some small mistakes in quotation and referencing. Some sentences are not clear enough and presents thus a certain lack in logical understanding. The whole text is largely supported by different sources. However, there are very little parts of author´s original invention. The master thesis is completed with a structured list of abbreviation. There are many some typos mistakes. The author is not distinguishing between capital and small letters. The list of bibliography is not unfortunately presented in a consistent and transparent way.



Content assessment
The master thesis is divided beside introduction and conclusion into three substantial chapters. The first (The evolution of legal rules relating to piracy) present mainly historical development of modern legislative framework on piracy starting with the League of Nations attempts and ending with rules incorporated in the 1982 UNCLO. Second chapter (International legal challenges in combatting piracy) covers mainly questions relating to the very definition of maritime piracy contained in the Art. 100 of UNCLOS – geographical criterion, private end criterion, two-ship criterion. Third chapter (Current challenges in combatting piracy at regional and domestic level) deals with four issues: difficulties in pirates’ prosecution, human rights implications, right to hot pursuit and weak cooperation between shipping industry and governmental authorities. If the chapter on historical development of international (anti)piracy regulation serves to build and present some legislative bases for the rest of the master thesis, second and third chapter rest substantially in the very centre of the thesis topic itself. In those two central chapters, there should be more in-depth analysis, for example with respect to nationality criterion and aspects related to jurisdiction, or concrete legal problems  in piracy prosecution. Some of Anastasia Fohba´s conclusions are superficial. The text rather describes the challenged in combating piracy only and thus contains essentially no suggestions for improvements.

Cooperation with graduate
	The cooperation with graduate was concrete and beneficial. The graduate´s approach was at first somewhat detached, then Anastasia Fohba delve more into the topic and her involvement grew up and she had to spent many hours for her basic research. She reacted on comments and improvement´s suggestions. Unfortunately, not all of them were reasonably implemented.


 
General conclusive assessement
In general, the paper can be assessed positively, especially in comparison with the previous version evaluated as unsuccessful. The thesis remains still very descriptive and rather superficial in its processing and conclusions. On the other hand, it presents a comprehensive view of the current legal challenges in combating maritime piracy.
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Questions for public defence: 
1) When speaking about piracy prosecution on international level, do you think the creation of a special tribunal or special chamber within the ICC would be beneficial?
2)  How you would assess the gravity of violation procedural human rights of pirates? Do such abuses encroach to a transparent and smooth administration of justice? 

Done in Olomouc, 20th March 2024		       JUDr. Pavel Bureš, Ph.D., D.E.A.						
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