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	Grade 
A, B, C, D, E, F 
(F = fail)
	Notes

	1/ Aim/Goal: 
            Definition
            Accomplishment

	A
	Highly original, intriguing theme, which the author explores with much skill and intelligence. An impressive piece of scholarship. 

	2/ Context, Background, Review of Literature

	B
	The author provides solid, well-argued chapters about Oates‘ biography, the development of the Gothic genre and the Female Gothic. 

	3/ Theory, Key Concepts, Method, Approach:
     Definition
     Accomplishment

	B
	Chapter four is particularly insightful in this area. 

	4/ Argumentation (ability to accurately form initial and closing arguments, logical coherence, ability to generalize as well as present pertinent specific details)

	A
	Clearly constructed thesis making use of both primary and secondary sources as well as her own readings to construct a compelling and coherent argument. 

	5/ Knowledge of primary literature

	B
	The author provides insightful, original readings of the selected short stories chosen for analysis. 

	6/ Knowledge of secondary literature (extent, adequacy)

	A
	The author employs a wide range of secondary sources, using them appropriately and effectively.

	7/ Originality (in argumentation, critical approach and conclusions)

	A
	The author maintains her own distinct, critical voice throughout the thesis and provides a very readable, thought-provoking argument. 

	8/ Formal level (adhering to citation and bibliographic standards)

	A
	Uses citations appropriately and effectively. Some inconsistencies in the layout of the footnotes. 

	9/ Stylistic level of the thesis

	B
	Excellent English on the whole. Some occasional language issues. 

	10/ Stylistic level of the summary

	
	

	11/ Typography, graphic appearance, absence of errors

	B
	

	12/ Structure (organization, arrangement)

	B
	Clear, rational structure, divided into chapters effectively with a well-written introduction and conclusion.

	13 / Thesis’s contribution to the field

	A
	This is one of the few theses at our department which actually sets out to explore uncharted territory. 


Comments and Questions for the defense:
1. Since Oates is legendarily prolific, could the author provide a feminist Gothic reading to one of her novels.

2. Could the author compare Oates‘ Gothic approach to another contemporary female author writing in English, for example, Angela Carter or another writer of her choice?

3. Could the author discuss some other themes which are prominent in Oates‘ work? I am intrigued, for example, by her interest in boxing. 

In closing: 
The thesis is recommended for defense.
Suggested classification (A, B, C, D, E, F): 
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