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Abstract:
This work discusses the countability of the polyseamEnglish noumemoryin relation to its

meaning and context in which it occurs. The infaiora about the countability, as a
grammatical category of English nouns, is notedniost dictionaries of English language.
However, this information is for the countable/unctable use ofmemory often not
formulated precisely enough and it is differenttle different dictionaries. Therefore, the
countability ofmemorywill be examined with the use of the British Nati Corpus (BNC).
The chapters about the countability/uncountabildfy English nouns provided imA
Comprehensive Grammar of the English Languag@uirk et al. will serve as a basis for the
building up of the searching queries in the BNCe Hm of this work is to find and specify
the circumstances under which the countable/unatimuse omemoryoccurs.

Keywords: countability, corpus, polysemy, modification, caations



Anotacia:

Tato praca sa zaoberadgitatd’nog’ou polysémantického anglického substantivemoryz
hradiska jeho uzitia v roznych kontextoch. Informadepaitate’nosti, ako gramatickej
kategorii, uvadza w@ina anglickych vykladovych slovnikowCo sa tyka skimaného
substantiva, informéacie o jeho gimtd’nom/nepditatd’'nom uziti nie su dostatne detailne
Specifikované, a v réznych slovnikoch sa liSiatd’tride poitatd’nos’ substantivanemory
skimana s vyuzitim Britského narodného korpusuz&ilavani korpusovéhdddania budu
aplikované niektoré pravidla o @itatd’nosti/nepeitatd’nosti anglickych substantiv
stanovené v gramatickej préke A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language.
Cielom tejto prace je pokdsi sa najs ablizSie charakterizova suvislosti medzi

pocitatd’nym/nep@itatd’nym uzitim lexémumemorya kontextom, v ktorom sa nachadza.

Kracové slova:pcaitatd’nod’, korpus, polysémia, modifikacia, kolokacie
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1. INTRODUCTION

The aim of this work is to research the lexicamtmemorywith respect to its countability
and meaning which it can carry in various contebttaill be shown that the worthemoryis
a polysemous noun (differentiates several meanwggh can be used both as countable and

uncountable. Most English dictionaries mention S8ibaneanings of the word:

1.ability to remember (C, U)
2.something you remember from the past (C)

3.computing (C,U)

However, they specify the countability for eachtbése meanings differently. Therefore,
memorywill be researched in the British National Corfays Mark Davies (BYU-BNC) to

specify its countable/uncountable use for eachefabove mentioned meanings.

But first of all, the issue of countability as wel problems which come hand in hand with
the classification of nouns as countable or unahlatwill be introduced in the theoretical
part of this work. In this part also nouns with th&called dual class membership will be
defined and various approaches towards their plessi@ssification will be mentioned. It will
be shown thamemoryalso belongs to this group of the words and thawhat makes its
classification in terms of countability so difficulAlso devices which serve as markers for

countability will be introduced in form of deterneirs and partitive constructions.

Another task of the theoretical part is to provademuch information as possible about the
researched lexenmaemory especially about its polysemous nature and its@aiility. This
will be done with the help of various dictionarigsEnglish language. The information from

the dictionaries will be compared and later sewva basis for the practical part.

The aim of the practical part is to reseancemoryin the BYU-BNC using the information
from the theoretical part to build up the searchgongries, but also to classify the results. This
research should provide the answers to the quasébaut the countable/uncountable use of
memoryin each of its meanings. It will also address dqnestion of the frequency of plural
use ofmemorywhen denoting ‘ability to remember things’ or iefearence to ‘computing

area.” Then it will also try to provide some infation about the preferred countable or
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uncountable use ghemoryas ‘ability to remember things’ and ‘computer meyioFurther,
it will also try to explain the relationship betwethe countability ofmemoryand the context

in which it occurs.



2. THEORETICAL PART

2.1. Countability as a grammatical category

Firstly, the term countability itself needs to befided. Quirk et al. perceive countability as a
grammatical category which is used to closer ddtenboth concrete (accessible to the
senses, observable, measurable) and abstract altypizon-observable, non-measurable)
common nouns in English (Quirk et al. 1997, 24@).dther part of speech in English has this
category. This means that it is possible to deteermemorywhich is a common abstract
noun (it denotes general abstract concept) acapidinhis grammatical category. Regarding
countability, the nouns can be classified as eittmmtable (also referred to as count) or
uncountable (also referred to as mass or non-cotihg key distinction between these two is
that countable nouns stand for individual counta&igties, whereas uncountable nouns refer
to entities that can not be counted and are tylpicnoting an undifferentiated mass or
continuum (Quirk et al. 1997, 246). Huddleston &dlum suggest that one possible way
(although not always applicable) to distinguish thlee nouns are countable or uncountable,
is to combine them with cardinal numerals. Thibased on the ability of countable nouns to
be combined with cardinal numerals, which doesapgily to uncountable nouns (Huddleston
and Pullum 2006, 334). Quirk et al. claim that edaxgtnouns can be divided into countable
and uncountable according to their meaning (Quirlelel997, 286). They assume that when
these nouns refer to unitary phenomena (such agwbey are countable (emeeting. On

the other hand, when they denote states, quabtieactivities they should be uncountable

(e.g.employment

2.2. Number as a marker for countability

In the works of Cruse and Wierzbicka, it can be eobsd the tendency to consider
countability not as a category on its own, but @aths a subclass of another grammatical
category - number, which distinguishes in Engligiween singular and plural. This notion
can be observed in Wierzbicka, who is categorizilgnouns with respect to their physical
properties, but also their ability/inability to agcin plural/singular forms. Hence she also
labels her categories as singularia mostly, simgulanly, pluralia mostly, etc. (Full
categorization see in Wierzbicka 1988, 555-560.)



Similar pattern can be observed in the divisiondsyse, where he provides a list of criteria
for classification of the nouns according to tleauntability (Cruse 2004, 279):

Count nouns
a) cannot occur in the singular without a determiner
b) occur normally in the plural
c) are quantifiable by few many and numerals
Mass nouns
a) can occur in the singular without a determiner
b) are odd in the plural (or require reinterpretation)

c) are quantifiable by little, much

Also Huddleston and Pullum mention that distinctisetween countable and uncountable
nouns “interacts in important ways with the numegstem.” (Huddleston and Pullum 2006,
334) The reason why there is a tendency to conthectwo categories (countability and
number) is (as it can be seen in Cruse’s divisitti@t number serves as a marker of
countability of the nouns and hence, it provesd@luseful tool for its determination. That is
why his categorization will be applied in the preak part when validating the results from

the corpus.

2.3. Nouns with the dual class membership

Wierzbicka mentions the fact that no absolute bampdan be drawn between countable and
uncountable nouns. She continues saying that théam interesting class of nouns which can

be either countable or uncountable” and assign thelouble status (Wierzbicka 1988, 509).

When discussing the concept of countable/uncoumtadistinction into greater detail, Quirk et
al. also mention that there are except from nouaelp countable and nouns purely
uncountable, also nouns which can have both colentd well as uncountable use. They
label such nouns as nouns with the dual class mmesmipe Word cake can serve as an

example. (Quirk et al. 1997, 247)

A: Would you likea caké® (countable use)
B: No, I don't likecake (uncountable use)



Except from words such a&ske which is a concrete noun, the same pattern casbberved
with many abstract nouns as well. Quirk et al. almmtion term dual class membership with
some abstract nouns, suchkasdnesswhich can switch between countable and uncouatabl
use (Quirk et. al 1997, 286):

She showed me much kindnéssuntable)

She showed me many kindnes@escountable)

Other similar examples from Quirk et al. (Quirk&t1997, 247):
She’s had many difficultiegcountable)

She’s not had much difficultfuncountable)

He’s had several odd experiencésountable)

He hasn’t much experienc@incountable)

Analogical examples applying tonemory can be found inLongman Dictionary of
ContemporanEnglish(Longman 2003, 1029):

He has lots of happy memories of his stay in Jaf@untable)
The cellist played the whole piece through from orgnfuncountable)

The nature of nouns with the dual class membership be according to Huddleston and
Pullum explained in terms of homonymy and polyseihey define homonymy as a type of
a semantic relation that applies to the lexicangewhich are alike in their spelling and
pronunciation, but different in their meaning amijim. Polysemous words, although carrying
different meanings, are of the same origin. Thaamsethey have only one entry in the

dictionaries as opposite to the homonymic wordsd@ieston and Pullum 2006, 334).

There is one dictionary entry for wordemoryin Longman Dictionaryof Contemporary
English,and three different meanings of the word aremfgtished (Longman 2003, 1029):
1. ability to remember
2. something you remember

3. computer

Cruse defines as the most important feature ofgemhyc words the fact that “their multiple

senses must be felt by native speaker to be relat®oime way” and “considered as belonging
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to the same word” (Cruse 2006, 133). It suggesisttiere should be a semantic connection
between the different meaningsraémory if this really is a polysemous word. It is po$sib
to observe such a connection becamssmoryas ability to remember enables peoples to
remember something; to createemories The relation betweemmemory as ability to
remember andcomputer memorycan be defined as analogic&omputer memoryis,
figuratively speaking, the ability of computer teefnember” things. This implies thatemory
fits Cruse’s definition about polysemy and so ibgld be classified as a polysemous word.

The semantics ahemorywill be discussed into greater detail in the sect.4

2.4. Approaches to countable/ uncountable classification and

‘reclassification’

In this chapter, it will be dealt into greater detath the problems which come hand in hand
with  countable/uncountable classification. The duateation of nouns as
countable/uncountable will be discussed accordingategorizations by Wierzbicka, Quirk et

al., Huddleston and Pullum, and Cruse.

Wierzbicka categorizes nouns according to theirntalility into 14 subclasses (see
Wierzbicka 1988, 555-560). This classification &sed upon physical properties of the nouns
such as size, number of particles or texture amntanifested and so it uses examples with
concrete nouns such abocolateor cake Therefore, it is obvious that this classificatien
solely applicable on the group of concrete noussthase denote physical objects. Hence,
concerning countability of abstract words suchmesnory Wierzbicka’'s classification is not

sufficient.

Further, the concept of ‘reclassification’, as omé the approaches towards the
countable/uncountable distinction is to be intraatlcBut right from the start it needs to be
noted that this principle solves the issue of cabitity only in terms of polysemy; hence
different meaning =different countability and somMtl not be able to explain countability of
words such amemorycompletely. This is term can be found in Quirlaktand it is used as a
way how to explain the phenomenon of the nouns thi¢ghdual class membership. It means
that an uncountable noun can be ‘reclassified’ (bgans of conversion) to become a

countable noun or vice versa. This reclassificatisnally requires a semantic shift as well.
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The following shifts (types of noun conversion) ceming countability are distinguished in
Quirk et al. (Quirk et al. 1997, 1564):
1) Non-count noun—count noun

a) A unit of N:
two coffees(cups of coffee); twoheeses

b) A kind of N:
Somepaintsare more lasting than others.
That is a bettebreadthan the one | bought last

c) Aninstance of N (with abstract nouns):
a difficulty ; smallkindnessesa miserabldailure; hometruths; a great
injustice

2) Count noun — noncount noun

"N is viewed in terms of a measurable extent” (radlymonly when accompanied by
expressions of amount):

An inch ofpencil, a few square feet door

As it can be observed, there is only one categoncerned with abstract nouns. Therefore,
memoryshould be a representative of “An instance of Bfegory. However, to claim that

memoriesare instances of humanemorydoes not seem quite correct. Hence, it could be
claimed that this classification is not sufficieag not all nouns (as was just shown on the

word memory can be categorized according to it.

The principle of reclassification can be found ailsdCruse (although he does not use this
term for it). Analogically to Quirk et al., he put®uns with the dual class membership into
two categories: Basic count nouns used as massrBucategory in Quirk et al.) and Basic
mass nouns used as count nouns (A category in @uirkl). (For full division see Cruse
2004, 280) This division again does not mentiortrabs nouns.

Similarly to Quirk et al. and Cruse, Huddleston &ullum also comment on the phenomenon
of reclassification using the semantic relationpofysemy. When considering the count vs.
non-count polysemy into greater detail, there isledailed classification provided (see

Huddleston and Pullum 2006, 336-337). Nevertheldsse are only two categories that are

dealing with abstract nouns:

12



1) Abstract and event instantiations
(a) i. Considerable injusticevas revealed during the enquirfabstract, non-count)

ii. Serious_harnwas done to the project’s prospects.

(b) i. Two fundamental injusticegere revealed during the enquifgvent, count)
il. *Two serious harmsvere done to the project’s prospects.

Abstract nouns which are uncountable might be asecbuntable when they are denoting an
event caused by the abstract concept. But thisnsixte is not applicable to all abstract

concepts as in the example with the nbanm

2) Abstract and results
(a) i. Considerable injusticevas revealed during the enquirfabstract, non-count)
ii. Serious_harnwas done to the project’s prospects.
(b) i .Two fundamental injusticegere revealed during the enquifgvent, count)
ii. *Two serious_harmsvere done to the project’s prospects.
Abstract nouns which are uncountable might be asecbuntable when they are denoting an
event caused by the abstract concept. But thisnsixte is not applicable to all abstract

concepts as in the example with the nbamm

Analogically, as in 1), uncountable abstract nocas be turned into countable nouns when
describing results. In comparison to 1), the raleere more generally applicable (Huddleston
and Pullum 2006, 337).

When applied tanemory(which would probably fit better in the second r@med class), it
would suggest thanemory(as a count noun, denoting something that somezmembers)
could be seen as a result of the processesrtatory(uncountable noun, referring to one’s
ability to remember) does. However, this would mdéaza memorywhen referring to the
‘ability to remember’ is always an uncountable notihat this assumption is untrue can be
observed in 2.6. To conclude, the principle olassification, as was already mentioned is
not sufficient to explain countability of nouns luas memorywhich can have different

countability when carrying the same meaning.
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2.5. Partition in relation to countability

2.5.1. Partitive constructions

Partitive constructions (=constructions which denatpart of a whole) serve according to
Quirk et al. as means of expressing quantity, reguntability when they are used in
combination with uncountable nouns. However, Quatk al. also claim that not only
uncountable, but also countable nouns can entegetlenstructions. They differentiate

between 2 types of partition, resp. partitive cargtons (Quirk et al. 1997, 249):

1. Partition in respect of quality (qualitative)

This partition is usually expressed with a paréitcsountable noun such kd, type or sort
which is typically followed by awf-phrase. Qualitative partitive constructions cawve@s an

alternative to reclassification for uncountable m®@ nice kind of coffee = a nice cofjee

2. Partition in respect of quantity (quantitative)

Quirk et al. differentiate three subcategories wargitative partitive constructions according
to the type of nouns they modify (Quirk et al. 19949-250):

(a) Uncountable nouns
The main reason why uncountable nouns are usdtkge tconstruction is the need to express
guantity, and hence countability of uncountablemadthis can be achieved with the help of
certain general partitive nouns, suctpae bit, item usually followed byof-phrase. Later on
Quirk et al. specify the usage piece(a piece of advideandbit (a bit of fur) as typical for
both abstract and concrete nouns. On the other, limd is typically not combined with

concrete nounsaf item of busine}s

(b) Plural countable nouns
Quirk et al. mention several commonly used pasitiouns combined with plural countable
nouns such asrowd herd or packet Further, they do not allow for plural countabtauns to
be combined with the partitiva piece of They provide examples using both concrete (
bunch of flowersand abstract nouns Geries of incidenisbut do not specify the usage of

partitives for plural countable abstract nouns.
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(c) Singular countable nouns
Here, Quirk et al. again mention some frequentBdusartitives, such aspiece ofa branch
of, a page of, a section of, a verse Afain, they do not make any specifications about
abstract nouns.
They also mention that there are singuemmeéw kind of computeas well as pluralnew
kinds of computgrpartitives for both qualitative and quantitatpartition (Quirk et al. 1997,
249).

In the practical part, it will be researched whethee such constructions used witiemory
Also, which type of partition is more frequent (fjtedive or quantitative) and which general

partitive nouns can co-occur withemory
2.5.2. Partitive effect of theof-phrase

Another means of expressing partitive effeadfiphrase. Quirk et al. discuss the specifics of
the of-phrase when it modifies abstract uncountable ndanthis case, definite article
normally precedes this noun. In contrast, when séicaly corresponding pre-modification

is used, zero article occurs. Quirk et al. useofwilhg examples:
a) She is studyinghe history of Europe
b) She is studyindguropean history

However, there is a slight change in the interpi@taof these two sentences. The one using
the of-phrase differs in singling out a particular subslaf the phenomenon which the noun
denotes. That means that this example suggestshbas studying the European history as a
whole, whereas the other implies that she is sthglginly some aspects of it, or taking a
particular course. In the first example, tifgphrase has a partitive effect upon the meaning of
the NP (Quirk et al. 1997, 286-287). However, ftegjuency of partitiveof-phrase with
uncountablenemorywould be difficult to prove in the BNC as tloé phrase is using definite
article and so such a phrase witlemorycould refer to both countable as well as uncouatab

memory
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2.5.3. Partitive effect of the indefinite article

The partitive effect of definite article the in tegample a) aboves parallel to the use of
indefinite article in example sentendéarvin has a good education.

This use of indefinite article (with nouns that acrmally uncountable) is labeled by Quirk et
al. as exceptional (Quirk et al. 1997, 287). H® aldmits that the conditions under which this
use occurs are quite unclear. However, he menftiolh®ving two types of nouns which
might have influence upon it:
1) Nouns are denoting quality (or other abstractiasiritbuted to a person
2) Nouns which are pre- or post-modified. (Quirk etraéntion that the greater amount
of modification, the greater is also the accepiigilf indefinite article.)

He contrasts the following three examples:
(a) *She played oboe with a sensitivity.
(b) She played the oboe with a charming sensitivity.
(c) She played the oboe with a sensitivity that de#idlthe critics.

In the first example, it is not allowed to use thdefinite article with uncountable noun
(sensitivity, but in the other two examples is such use aabdptbecaussensitivityis
already pre- (a) or post-modified (b). These assiomp will be examined on the results from

the BNC in the practical part.

2.6. Memory in the dictionaries

The aim of this chapter is to provide some moreitket information about the polysemous
nature of the woranemoryand how its countability is dealt in various dictaries. The item
was looked up in the following (most frequently djsalictionaries of English language:
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary Englislacmillan English Dictionary for Advanced
Learners Oxford Advanced Learner's DictiongryCambridge AdvancedLearner’s
Dictionary, Cambridge Learner’s DictionaryCompact Oxford English Dictionary, Merriam-
Webster's Online Dictionargnd Collins English Dictionarywith the main focus laid upon

the information about semantics and countability.
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As it was stated in 2.3nemoryis a polysemous word that can have several meamhgh
are always presented under single dictionary ektoyvever, the number of these meanings is
different for different dictionaries. Four of thebave mentioned dictionaries, namely
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary Englis®xford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary
Cambridge Advanced Learner's DictionarfCompact Oxford English Dictionaryand
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learnedsfferentiate three basic different
meanings omemory-ability, something you remember and computing @etionary entries
below). Cambridge Learner’s dictionargifferentiates between 4 meaningsnaémory The
additional one is denoting ‘a part of mind thatretowhat we remember’; see ®xford
Advanced Learner’s Dictionarynakes the same distinction of three basic categdoe
memory However, the first two categories (ability anangthing you remember) are further
divided into another two subcategories-1)a) and.Z)be result is 5 different meanings of
memoryin Oxford Advanced Learner’s DictionarZollins English Dictionaryand similarly
Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionadifferentiate even 10 meanings:

» Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionary

1. a)the ability of the mind to store and recall pastisations, thoughts, knowledge,
etc= he can do it from memory

b) the part of the brain that appears to have thistfan

the sum of everything retained by the mind

a particular recollection of an event, person, etc

the time over which recollection extendswithin his memory
commemoration or remembranegin memory of our leader

the state of being remembered, as after death

o 00 A W DN B

Also called: RAM, main store, store. a part of anpaiter in which information is stored

for immediate use by the central processing unit

7 the tendency for a material, system, etc, to shiéects that depend on its past treatment
or history

8 the ability of a material, etc, to return to a femstate after a constraint has been

removed

17



To sum up, as most of the dictionaries use three naegories for meanings wiemorythis
categorization will be later applied in the praatipart for the classification of samples from
the BNC.

At this point, the focus will be shifted from sentiaa to countability. Again, the dictionary
entries formemoryfrom the above-mentioned dictionaries will be dssed and compared.
But this time, the main focus will be laid upon tindormation about countability. (For this
reason, the following dictionary entries are shwetk of some of the example sentences
and/or phrases that are often used witemory) It must be noted that two of these
dictionaries, nameliverriam-Webster's Online DictionaandCollins English Dictionarydo

not provide any information about countability. Téfere, they will not be later discussed or
applied in the practical part. Dictionary entries fnemoryfor all the other dictionaries will

be presented on the following pages. It needs toobed, that these entries were shortened of
some of the example sentences and/or phrases tsthélyaare not overly long. | also used

identical type of marking to make the entries labkeast a little bit more clearly arranged.

» Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners

1) [C] something that you remember
The memory of that night is still clear in his mind
a) [singular] the fact that people remember a particuar person or event

Her memory will live on for evéepeople will always remember her).

2) [singular] the ability to remember things
He searched his memory but couldn't recall wherd been her before.

3) [C] computing the part of a computer in which information, instructions, and
programs are stored

a) [C,U] the size of this part of a computer

This particular model has 256 megabytes of memory.
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> Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learner@™ edition

1) [C] something that you remember
The memory of that night is still clear in his mind
a) [singular] the ability to remember things
He searched his memory but couldn't recall whetd Been her before.
b) [singular] the fact that people remember a particuar person or event
Her memory will live on for evérpeople will always remember her).

2) the part of a computer in which information, instructions, and programs are
stored
a) [C/U] the size of this part of a computer

This particular model has 256 megabytes of mgmor

Although the used printed versionMacmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learness
the 2 edition, and therefore should correspond with d¢inéine-available version of this
dictionary (which is also labeled a&"2dition), it is not quite so. As it can be seeoa
there is one remarkable difference between the tlthough the printed version of
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learnatgferentiates also three meanings of
memory in this version is the ‘ability to remember th&hgot included as a separate category,
but only as a subcategory of ‘'something you remehgbee 1)a)).

.In comparison to the other dictionaries belowshbuld be noted that these put ‘ability to
remember as the first, and hence primary, mearshgmemory Macmillan English
Dictionary for Advanced Learnegauts ‘something you remember as the first’ (andefoee
probably most frequent) meaning. Therefore, it Wwél researched in the BNC which use of

memoryis more frequently used (something you remembabdity to remember).

> Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English'5edition

1) ability [C,U] -someone’s ability to remember things places, experiences etc
My memory’s not as good as it once was.
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2) something that you remember [C usually plural] -sorething that you remember
from the past about a person, place, or experienc&he talked about her memories
of the war.

3) computer

a) [C] the part of a computer where information can bestored The data is
stored in the computer’s memory.
b) [U] the amount of space that can be used for storgqhinformation on a

computer: 128 Mb of memory

Unlike thememoryentries inMacmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learngegatries in
Longman Dictionary of contemporary Englig" edition) are identical in printed and online-
available version of this dictionariyongman Dictionary of contemporary Englishthe only
which is making distinctions between the countablel uncountable use of computer
memory. However, both definitions for ‘computer memory’ anet precise enough and
therefore it might be difficult to categorize thencrete samples from the BNC according to

them.

» Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary

1) ability[C, U] - your ability to remember
She had a photographic memory (= was able to reneemery detail).

2) thought [C, usually plural] - something that you reanember

I have fond memories of my childhood.

3) mind [C, U] -the part of your mind that stores whatyou remember

He recited the poem from memory.
4) computing [C, U] -the part of a computer where infemation and instructions

are stored, or the amount of information that can ke stored there

You need 32 megabytes of memory to run this saftwar
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As was stated abov€ambridge Learner’s dictionardifferentiates between 4 meanings of
memory The additional one is denoting mind. Nevertheléssould be assumed that the
other dictionaries have this meaningroémoryincluded under the meaning of ‘ability to
remember things.” The dictionary further says timmoryas ‘mind’ can be used both as
countable and uncountable. However, there is ngeclspecification given as when exactly to

usememoryas countable /uncountable.

» Cambridge Advanced Learners Dictionary (CALD)

1) ability to remember [C, U] -the ability to remember information, experiences
and people
She has an excellent memory for names.

2) event remembered [C] -something that you rememberém the past
| have vivid memories of that evening.

3) computer [C usually singular, U] -the part of a conputer in which information or
programs are stored, or the amount of space availdd on it for storing
information

My computer has a gigabyte of memory.

CALD mentions that ‘computer memory’ occurs usuallyimgslar. It will be examined in the
BNC, whether this is true.

» Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (OALD)

1) ability to remember
a) [C,U] memory (for something -your ability to remember things
| have a bad memory for names
Are you sure? Memory can play tricks on.you
b) [U] the period of time that somebody is able to remmber events

There hasn't been peace in the country in/withynmemory

2) something you remember
a) [C] a thought of something that you remember from he past

childhood memories
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b) [U] (formal) what is remembered about somebody aftethey have died
Her memory lives o= we still remember her).

3) computing [C,U] - the part of a computer where infemation is stored; the
amount of space in a computer for storing informaton

Have you got enough memory available to rurptiogram?

OALD provides the most detailed information about cabitity of memory In comparison to
the other dictionaries, it allows for uncountabse wfmemorywithin the category ‘something
you remember,’ in casmemorydenotes ‘what is remembered about somebody dfear t
have died.” This subcategory will be included iotassification of thenemorysamples from
the BNC into the categories ‘ability’, ‘somethingoy remember from the past’ and

‘computer.’

» Compact Oxford English Dictionary (OED)

1) the faculty by which the mind stores and remembersformation: I've a great
memory forfaces

a) [U] the brain regions responsible for memory

» the mind regarded as a store of things remembheegearched his

memory frantically for an answer

2) something remembered from the pastone of my earliest memories is of sitting on

his knee

a) [U] the mind can bury all memory of traumatic abuse
» [U] the remembering or commemoration of a deadgrerdubs
devoted to the memory of Sherlock Holmes
» [U] the length of time over which a person or evemtinues to be

rememberedthe worst slump in recent memory
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3) the part of a computer in which data or program ingructions can be stored for
retrieval.

a) [U] a computer’s capacity for storing informatidhe module provides 16Mb
of memory

Personally, | consideCompact Oxford English Dictionasy/entry formemoryto be the least

well-arranged of the all. This dictionary differates between the three typical meanings of
memory as other dictionaries above. Neverthelesse of these three meanings is labeled as
countable or uncountable. Howev@ompact Oxford English Dictionarsingles out for each

of the three meanings a subcategory labeled asuntadge (resp. mass noun) adjoined by a
definition. Therefore, it could be assumed tm&morycan be used as countable /uncountable
in all of the three meanings. And also, that ised always as a countable noun, except from

when it fits the definition for one of these unctabie subcategories.

Similarly to Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learngentries in the latest
editions of the printed versions @bngman Dictionary of Contemporary Englishxford

Advanced Learner’s DictionarfCambridge Advancetearner’s Dictionarywere compared.
Nevertheless, they were, unlike in caseMdcmillan English Dictionary for Advanced

Learners,dentical with the online-available versions.

It is important to note that some of these dicti@sprovide additional information (except
from countability) about the preferred use mémoryin Singular/Plural. The tendency to
connect the category of number with the categorgaintability (as was described in 2.2.)
occurs again. This category-merger occureangman Dictionary for Advanced Learnems
2), in CALD in 3) and inMacmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learnefisoth
versions). In this dictionary, sg./pl. use ofemoryis sometimes the only information

provided, with countability not being mentionedalif as in 2).

Table 1represents a brief summary of the information alioel dictionaries from the

previous part.
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Table 1

Name of the dictionary meanings | countability® | number®

Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced 3 + +
Learners

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English

Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary

Cambridge Advanceldearner’s Dictionary

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary

+ |+ +|+|+
+

Compact Oxford English Dictionary

Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionary

PR WwWwow b~ w

oo
1
1

Collins English Dictionary

To make conclude the information about countabditynemoryprovided above, countability
for each of the three meanings will be discussquhrseely. Firstly, the countability of the
‘computing’ meaning ofmemorywill be summarized. All 6 dictionaries acknowledtpat
memorycan be used in this sense as both countable audintable.

Probably the most frequent meaning of the itemhes @ane denoting ‘ability to remember
things’. Again, all dictionaries (except frodMacmillan English Dictionary for Advanced
Learnerg allow for both countable and uncountable usehis senseMacmillan English
Dictionary for Advanced Learnersmits the information about countability for thise of

memorycompletely.

Finally, the meaning denoting ‘something you remeris to be discussed. The information

about countability for this meaning mfemorysums uprable 2

Table 2

Name of the dictionary countability
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learner€

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English C, usually Plura
Cambridge Learner’s Dictionary C, usually Plura
Cambridge Advanceldearner’s Dictionary C

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary C/U

Compact Oxford English Dictionary C/U

! Number of meanings for entrgemory
2 Information about countability
% Information about preferred singular/plural use
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It can be seen that botBambridge Learner’s Dictionaryand Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary Englisttlaim thatmemoryas ‘something you remember’ occurs usually in
plural. Therefore, it will be compared in the BNi&ztoccurrence ahemoryin this sense in

plural and singular.
2.7. Noun phrase and its parts

This chapter should serve chiefly to define termd principles such as determination and
modification which will be later used when condagtiresearch in the BNC in the practical
part. In the corpusnemoryis assumed to be found as a part of a sentenceirthe
sentences, it will have function of a noun phrase. Therefore, it is neagssa closely

determine what a noun phrase is and how it is &tred.

Quirk et al. describe the morphological structufeaonoun phrase (NP) as following: it
consists of a head, usually being a noun (in taetmal part it will bememory, and elements
determining (obligatory or optionally) this headeguently also modifying elements occur
(these are always an optional part of the NP) (Qeliral. 1997, 1238-1239).

2.7.1. Determination and determiners

Quirk et al. define determiners as a closed cléssoods which perform the determinative
function within a NP. They stand before the nounchiserves as a head of the phrase. There
are three categories of determiners accordingdiv gositioning (with respect to each other)
within the NP (Quirk et al. 1997, 64-65; 253):

o Pre-determinersll, both, half etc.
o Central determiners: articleth¢, a, af, possessive pronounsy, your, his, her.), etc.
o Post-determinersnany, few, muglcardinal numerals, etc.

That means they can occur within the NP only inftlewing order: pre-determiner — central
determiner — post-determiner; eall their trouble vs. *their all trouble (Quirk et al. 1997,
253).

From the semantic point of view, Quirk et al. claathnoun phrases are determined — they are
either definite (withthe), indefinite (witha/an), partitive (withsomé or universal (withall).

There is not always a separate word with deternvi@dtinction within the NP. Some heads
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(proper nouns or personal pronouns) are considerbd self-determining and hence definite
by their nature.

When it is not possible to use the indefinite éetadan, as with the plural common countable
nouns (e.gwomen and with uncountable nouns (ewater), there is still, as Quirk et al.
claim, the so-called zero article present (Quirklel997, 64-65).

As it was stated earlier, countable noun typicaltgur with a determiner. However, Quirk et
al. mention two exceptions when countable nounsocanr without a determiner (Quirk et. al
1997, 255):
1) when they occur in parallel structures
Man or boy, | don't like him.
2) when they occur in vocative
Look here, man!

These two exceptions will be taken into consideraiin the practical research. iemory

occurs without an article in the BNC (this suggastsountable use), it will be examined
whether it is not used in a parallel structure ocative. That would mean that it will not be
possible to classify such examples in the BNC atingrto countability as they can refer to

both ‘countable’ and ‘uncountableiemory

At this point, the relationship between determimatand countability will be examined. It
will be shown that certain determiners can serviadisators for the nouns to be classified as

either countable or uncountable.

2.7.2. Determiners as indicators of countability
Determiners can be a good marker for countabilitgauns. Nevertheless, as Hudleston and
Pullum suggest, not all of them. There are somerdehers that can be combined with both

countable as well as uncountable singular nounstHgue are also others which are restricted

on only one of these classes.
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Those which can be used with both count and nomcsimgular nouns arthe, possessive
determinative pronounsmfy, your, his.). this, no, that some any, which and what
(Huddleston and Pullum 2006, 338-340).

Examples:
i. count thehouse  _thipiece  _myfather _nopianist
ii. non-count _theequipment thisrockery _myclothing _nomilk

Determiners which are restricted only to one gr¢eguntable or uncountable) of singular

nouns can be divided into following subclasses:

(c) Incompatible with count singular noursslittle, enough, little, much, sufficient
i.  *Why has he so much/littjgriest?
ii.  Why was there so much/littlamage?

(d) Incompatible with non-count singular nouasiother, each, either, every, neither, one
i. Each/everypboy won a prize
il *He broke each/evegrockery.

(e) The indefinite articla is typically used with singular count nouns:
i. acup
il.  *acrockery

() All as determiner is in a singular NP restricted to-oount nouns:
i.  *All cuphad been broken.
il All fear had evaporated.

This classification will be used in the practicakfpwhen determining countability aiemory
for the samples in the BYU-BNC.

2.7.3. Modification of the noun phrase

Modified phrases wittmemoryas a head will be researched in the BYU-BNC, ftioeeeit is

important to mention all types of pre- and post-ification that might occur. Quirk et al.
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mention two types of modification and modifierspmedy pre-modification, realized with the

use of pre-modifiers and post-modification, realiagith the use of post-modifiers. The
distinction between these two types is that preifiesd precede the head of the NP, while
post-modifiers follow it. Considering more closdheir position within the NP, pre-modifiers

go after determiners (Quirk et al. 1997, 64-65).

From the semantic point of view, the function ofdiii@rs is to add some information about
the head of the NP (Quirk et al. 1997, 1238-1239).

As pre-modifiers of the NP can occur:
o0 adjective phrases (e gpme expensivi@rniture)
0 nouns (e.gsome very expensive offiteniture)
As post-modifiers of the NP can serve followingnte

o prepositional phrases (etbe car_outside the statipn

o nonfinite clauses (e.ghe car_standing outside the statipn

o relative clauses (e.the car_that stood outside the stafion

o complementation (e.@ bigger car_than that

2.8. Collocations with memory

The use of particular pre-modifiers and post-medsfiwith a chosen NP succumbs to certain
restrictions. These restrictions can be best exgthin terms of collocations. Cruse defines
collocation as an expression that might be usédanways (Cruse 2006, 27). Firstly, it refers

to any grammatically well-formed sequence of wdtts does not come cross as odd when
these words are combined together; argexcellent performancén this exampleexcellent

is understood as a ‘normal collocate’ pirformance The second use of the term refers to
a compositional sequence of words. It means tlegt ticcur together very frequently and are
semantically connected, but they do not form a ur@ompositional words carry a special

meaning (different from their default meaning) oimlyone certain word-combination, or only
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in a limited set of related combinations. Cruse to@&s high in high wind, high seas, high

officeas an example and compares it to its default mganhigh wall(Cruse 2006, 27).

Oxford collocations dictionarjor studentf English provides following dictionary entry for
memory(Maclntosh et al. 2009, 517):

» Oxford collocations dictionaryor studentsof English

1) ability to remember

>

A\

adj: excellent, good, long, prodigious, retentive | @wbad, faculty, poor,
short, terrible | long-term, short-term | workingo}lective | public | cultural,
historical, institutional | visual | photographtzman

verb: jog, refresh| lose| recover, regain | haunt |rodrsth to search

prep. from...| ...for

phrases in living..., in recent memory | if ... servesri, if ...serves me, if

..serves me correctly, if...serves me right

2) thought of the past
» ad,. childhood, early | dim, distant, faded, fadingnfaifuzzy (esp. AmE)

hazy, vague| clear, vivid | affectionate (esp. BdBgrished, fond, good, great,
happy, lovely (esp. BrE), nostalgic, pleasant, {pgsi precious, special,
sweet, treasured, warm, wonderful | favourite/faedrbitter-sweet | haunting
| awful, bad, bitter, disturbing, embarrassing,ribte, horrific, painful, sad,
terrible, traumatic, unhappy, unpleasant, unwapfeaverful, strong | abiding
(esp. BrE), enduring, lasting, lingering | fleetinprgotten, lost ¢ld | fresh,
recent | first | shared | repressed, supressaidq [ selective | recovered |

associative

verb+memory: have | bring back, evoke, rekindle, revive, stp)(utrigger |
conjure, conjure up, retrieve | relive | remembestdin | invoke | cherish,
treasure | keep alive, preserve | share block @syi),block out blot out,
bury, erase, push aside, push away, repress, sspdreecord | hold | be
haunted by
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» memory+verb: come flooding back, flood back, flood sb’s mindpeAmE),
rush back to sb | stir | fade
» prep. at the...|n...of | ..from | ....of

» phrases:in loving...

3) of a computer
» adj. computer, system | cache, working | flash
» verb+memory : expand | take up

» memory + noun stick | drive | slot

This dictionary entry shows which adjectives, vegogpositions and phrases are supposed to
collocate most frequently with the wondemoryin each of its meanings. It is to be noted that
Oxford collocations dictionaryfor studentsof English also differentiate between 3 basic
meanings oimemory The collocations witbmemorywill be looked upon when making the
research in the practical part. As the samplebatpractical part will be sorted into three
categories according to their meaning, as was nate@.6, andOxford Collocations
Dictionary for Studentsof English differentiates the same 3 meanings neémory This
dictionary entry will be looked upon in case it Wile disputable to categorizmemory
according to its meaning. When categorizing didpletaamples from the BNC, it will be
looked upon the environment wfemory If collocates that occur are typical for one arar

meaning oimemory they will serve as a tool for categorizing theams.
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3. PRACTICAL PART

3.1. Memory with pre-modification

| used BYU- BNC to researc the countable/uncouatabe of memory when it is pre-
modified. The query | used wf{§]|[n*]] memory -[n*] . This query should provide all the
samples whermemorywill be preceded by an adjective or modifying ndsee 2.7.3) and at
the same time not followed by any other noun phréke frequency used was 1Gdgure 1
shows this searching query in BYU-BNC.

BYU-BNC: BRITISH NATIONAL CORPUS *

DISPLAY | © SEE CONTEXT: CLICK ON WORD OR SELECT WORDS + [CONTEX
® 157 O cHART O ) COMPARE | ] |
SEARCH STRING ] 1 [l LIVING MEMORY .
WORD(S, ¥+ -[n=* | |
() LG [n*1] memory -[n*] ] 5 M LIVING MEMORY ,
COLLOCATES :
3 [F VISUAL MEMORY .
POS LIST !
4 [ 64MEB MEMORY
RANDOM [ searca | [ meser | B | :
———— 3 5 | GOOD MEMORY ,
B Sos Hel i
[ SHOW T
6 = SHORT-TERM MEMORY ,
IGNORE [ 2| T
e 7 [F VIVID MEMORY OF
SPOKEN = 1}
FICTION il
it el By ey 8 = COMPUTER MEMORY .
MNEWSPAPER NEWSPAPER I T
NON-ACAD NON-ACAD 9 ]| EXPANDED MEMORY ,

Figure 1

The reason whymemorymust not be followed by any noun phrase is thasuch case
memorywould serve as a modifier (from the syntactic padh view), resp. as a noun
functioning as an adjective (Quirk et al. 1997, ¥ftOm the morphological point of view.

1) One of the earliest signs was short-term memory. IBNC:K5A

W_newsp_other_social

It would not be possible to determine the countigbfor memoryin a case shown in the
examplel).

The total number of tokens for the query was 49%weler, some of these tokens must have
been manually excluded. The reason is that sontbeoexamples were exactly the same,

although they were presented under a different esdein the example?) and3):
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2) The ACR chip set features a 64-bit path for grapland a 128-bit path for main
memory(BNC:CR2 W_non_ac_tech_engin)

3) The ACR chip set features a 64-bit path for graplaind a 128-bit path for main
memory(BNC:CT7 W_non_ac_tech_engin)

After this exclusion, total number of tokens loweer® 506. These tokens were manually
sorted into following 3 categories according taitineeaning in the context:

a) something you remember (S)

b) ability to remember (A)

c) computing (C)

As a basis for this categorization, | used onlimadable Oxford Advanced Learner’'s
Dictionary which makes the above mentioned semantic distimaind which also provides

the most detailed information about countabilitytagas shown in 2.6.

Table 3 shows the results for the qudfj]|[n*]] memory -[n*] arranged from the most to

the least frequent modifying adjective and alsagaesl to a particular category (S, A, or C).
As it was already stated, the frequency used wéas HOwever, the final number of results
lowered to 56 because of the last part of thisyuEne part -[n*] caused that many adjectives
occurred more than once per first hundred tok@ag. for the collocatiogood memory

there were results such gsod memorygood memory andood memory foetc.)

Some of the modifying adjectives (resp. nouns) telvef their tokens from the same source
text. These tokens are markedTiable 3in the column N. Here, N stands for the number of
texts, in whichmemorywith corresponding adjective/noun occurs. Onlyetak with low text
numbers (1 or 2) are noted. This category shoulthken in consideration when interpreting
the results, as they can lead to a misleading gasumthat a certain adjective/noun is a

frequent modifier omemory when in fact, it is not quite so.
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Table 3

MODIFIER TOKENS|S |A |C
1. living 56 - | 56| -
2. short-term 30 -1 30| -
3. good 27 3| 24| -
4. expanded 20 - - 20
5. visual 19 -| 19| -
6. long-term/long term 18 - 18 -
7. main 18 - - 18
8. 64MB 14 - - 14
9. conventional 14 - - 14
10. human 13 -1 13 -
11. abiding 13 13- -
12. vivid 13 13 - -
13. random access/ random-acc 10 - |- 10
14. poor 10 -| 10| -
15. earliest 10 10- -
16. computer 9 -1 - 9
18. recent 8 1 7 -
19. childhood 8 8| - -
20. collective 8 2| 6 -
21. 32MB 8 - | - 8
22. distant 7 7 - -
23. extended 7 -l - 7
24. flash 7 - - 7
25. excellent 6 -| 6 -
26. long 6 -1 6 -
27. short 6 -1 6 -
28. conscious 6 3 3 -
29. extra 6 - - 6
30. 4MB 6 - - 6
31. cache 5 -l - 5
32. 16MB 5 - - 5
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33. internal 2| 4 -l - 4
34. loving 4 4| - -
35. recognition 4 - 4 -
36. vague 4 4| - -
37. ECC 2| 4 - - 4
38. 8MB 2] 4 - [ a
39. additional 2| 3 - - 3
40. bad 3 3| - -
4]. system 1 3 -l - 3
42. clear 3 3 - -
43. free 2| 3 - - 3
44, genetic 1 3 -1 3 -
45. lasting 3 3| - -
46. phenomenal 3 -l 3 -
47. involuntary 1 3 -1 3 -
48. retentive 2l 3 -1 3 -
49. semantic 2 3 -1 3 -
50. subsequent 1 3 4 3 -
51. working 1| 3 - - 3
52. terrible 3 1] 2 -
53. only 3 - - 3
54. on-chip 1| 2 - - 2
55. virtual 2 - - 2
56. dual ported 1 1 -l - 1
TOTAL 467 78| 228|158

The results show thaemorywhen it is used in singular, is much more frequedénoting
‘ability to remember things’ with 228 samples tHaomething you remember from the past’
with 81 samples. The most frequent meaning in $amguned out to be the one denoting the
‘ability to remember things’ with 228 samples, tolled with ‘computer memory’ with 158
samples. This agrees with wh@aambridge Learner’s DictionargndLongman Dictionary of
Contemporary Englistsuggested about preferred plural usem@moryas ‘something you
remember’ (see 2.6).
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Regarding countability, most of the examples in$heolumn (73) were countable. However,
samples forloving memory(4 tokens) and 1 sample féasting memorywere used as

uncountable.

4) This stone was put up by Francis Troy in loving mgnof Fanny Robin, who died
on October 9,1866, aged ZBNC:FRE W_fict_prose)
5) ...in lasting memory of A J AyertBNC:B1C W_fict_poetry)

| decided to categorize these examples as ‘someffon remember from the past,’ because
they fit the definition 2)b) (U, formal; what ismembered about somebody after they have

died) fromOxford Advanced learner’s dictionafgee also 2.6.)

| continued with the classification of the groupfrAm Table 3 (those tokens which denote
memory as ‘ability to remember things’) into countable,caontable and those which
remained unclassified. That was because they wemeg@ed by one of central determiners,
which can apply to both countable and uncountabies, such athe, myor no (see 2.7.2). |
was relying on several criteria for countabilityriged from classifications of Cruse and
Huddleston and Pullum (mentioned also in the theaiepart) to determine whetheremory

is used as countable or uncountable:

O count nouns cannot occur in the singular withoutlederminer => absence of

determiner in the singularuncountable (Cruse 2004, 279)

O the indefinite articlea is typically used with singular count nouns =>wtpmreceded

by an indefinite article eountable (Huddleston and Pullum 2006, 339)

O some determiners can be used with both count anecoont singular nounghe,
possessive determinative pronounsy( your, his.).this, no, that, some any, which
andwhat=>it is not possible to determine whether it isdigs countable/uncountable
=unclassified(Huddleston and Pullum 2006, 338-339)
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It is to be noted that results for the term ‘folemmory’ are not included in thEable 3. This is
because there is a separate dictionary entry fak ‘memory’ in Cambridge Advanced
Learner's Dictionary Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, Collins EsgliDictionaryand
Compact Oxford English Dictionagnd therefore it was treated separately (as ititeaswvn
meaning) However, the latter two do not provide any infotima about countability of this
term. Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionatlassifiesfolk memoryas countable and
preferably used in singular. On the other habxfford Advanced Learner's Dictionappints
out thatfolk memorycan be used both as countable and uncountgblk.memoryhas 19
tokens in the BNC in singular and 5 tokens for @luFrom these results, it could be hardly
concluded that plural use @k memoryis more frequent. After elimination of the repest
ones, there are 17 tokens left for a singular Ose.of these 17, 7 tokens occurred without an
article what hints at uncountability. Only 2 wereed with the indefinite article, what
suggests countability. Rest (8 tokens) remainedassified. These examples agree with
Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionawhich allows for both countable and uncountable use

for thefolk memory

| was interested whether there can be observedl@egt connections between the usage of
memory(meaning A) as countable/uncountable and modifileich it precedes. The results

can be observed in tAable 4

-lI\;IaCt))E)eIIfIER TOKENS | N | COUNTABLE UNCOUNTABLE | UNCLASSIFIED
living 56 - 54 2
short-term 30 1 26 3
good 24 22 2 -
visual 19 6 11 2
long-term 18 1 15 2
human 13 - 8 5
poor 10 3 7 -
recent 7 - 7 -
excellent 6 5 - 1
long 6 5 - 1
short 6 5 1 -
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collective 6 1 2 3
recognition 4 - 4 -
conscious 3 - 3 -
involuntary 3 - 3 -
phenomenal | 3 2 - 1
genetic 3 - 2 1
semantic 3 - 2 1
retentive 3 3 - -
subsequent 3 - 2

terrible 2 1 - 1
TOTAL 228 55 149 24

In general, it can be seen that uncountable usmeshoryas ‘ability to remember things’
proved to be nearly three times more frequent €afiples) than countable use (55 samples).
It seems that whermemory is combined with evaluative adjectives, such gmod,

phenomenalexcellent, longr short,the countable use is more preferred.

However, | observed that the results can be al®wgreted in reference to what Quirk at al.
mentioned about the use of indefinite article withcountable nouns (see 2.5.3). They
claimed that such use is possible, if the noun®igea quality distributed to a person or if
they are modifiedMemory in the sense of ability, can be classified ashsaaoun as it

generally denotes a quality (thinking ability) distited to a person (resp. animal). And when

it is combined with evaluative adjectives, thisliépigets even more prominent.

Considering the modification further, obviously akamples in this search were pre-
modified. It turned out, after closer examinatiirgt 18 examples out of 55 contained double
(or even triple) pre-modification. This agrees witie assumption from Quirk et al. which

says that greater amount of modification = greateeptability of indefinite article.
Examples below show that this pre-modification walker in the form of an intensifié&), or

in the form of another evaluative adjecti¥e Some of the samples had except from the pre-

modification also a post-modificati@).
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6) The public has a very short memory. (BNC:A92 W_pelusisht_nat_science)

7) This suggests again a poor visual memory. (BNC:EB¥Bnisc)

8) ...Folly thought resentfully, her mother had a #tagly good memory for the facts
connected with her favourite hobby-horse. (BNC:M8Sict_prose)

Examination of the examples with adjectwisual (which is not an evaluative adjective in
comparison to the other adjectives mentioned abamd, hence it might be understood as
some-what less prominent in terms of a distribugedlity), revealed that all 6 examples were
pre-modified by an intensifier or evaluative adijeet Here, again it can be observed that both
assumptions about the use of indefinite articlérwicountable nouns can be well applied to
memoryin these examples. This means that results franBNC can be interpreted, in
relation to what Quirk at al. claimed. That meamat tcountable samples can be interpreted
rather as a use of an uncountafsiemoryin combination with indefinite article to add the

‘thinking ability’ a certain emphasis.

| continued with evaluating results for the ladegary —computing. The summary can be
seen inTable 5.

:\_/IaObIII)eIIEIER TOKENS | N | COUNTABLE | UNCOUNTABLE | UNCLASSIFIED
expanded 20 - 19 1
main 18 - 17 1
conventional 14 - 11 3
64MB 14 - 14 -
computer 9 - 6 3
RAM 9 2 4 3
32MB 8 11 6 1
extended 7 - 6 1
flash 7 2| - 7 -
4MB 6 1]- 6 -
extra 6 - S 1
16MB 5 1- 5 -
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Here,memoryoccurred both as countable and uncountable. Hewryvéwve results showed that
countable use amemoryin computing sense is very limited. Only 5 examspbait of 157

were countable. Two of them were applyinggndom access memory

9) Why note use a battery-backed SRAM (static randmrass memoryip place of
the EEPROM, plugging it directly onto the computars and treating it...
(BNC:C91 W_non_ac_tech_engin)

10)...could put it into a little package like that whiof course is a random access

memory (BNC:JP6 S_lect_nat_science)

It is to be noted that there exists a separateodity entry forrandom-access memory
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learneesd Oxford Advanced Learner’'s
Dictionary. They both classifyandom-access memogns uncountable noun. However, the
occurrence of indefinite article can be again exjgld in terms of partitive effect mentioned
in 2.5. As it can be observed in exam@g there ismemoryheavily pre-modified and
therefore it can be used with indefinite article@ding to what Quirk et al. assumed. Similar
pattern occurs in exampl)). Although the pre-modification is not as extensagein9), it

still consists of two separate words. The othec@umtable) samples in the BNC use only one

word or just an abbreviation RAM, what makes the-modification appear as less extensive.
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11)What most people wisely avoided was specifyingdiavorking memory ' could
be constructed..BNC:CMH W_ac_nat_science)

12)1t comprises between eight to 16 Transputers, avitetween 8Mb and 32Mb
memory on each node. (BNC:CT7 W_non_ac_tech_engin)

13)The T9000 memory is laid out as a dual ported mgrandis therefore accessible
for measurements by the T805. (BNC:CPK W_non_dt_éagin)

Analogical pattern t®) and10) can be applied to explain examplE®) and 13). Although
example11) does not have any special pre-modification, thentdn to single out this

‘working memory’ can be noticed.

3.2. Memory without pre-modification

The query above put the existencentgmory(in sense of ‘ability to remember things’ and
‘computer memory’) as a countable noun into questibherefore, in succession to the
previous query, another search was carried outcBieg query was memory -[n*]. The
direct co-occurrence (without any pre-modificatiafi)nemory(as ‘ability to remember’ and
‘computer memory’) with indefinite article (markdéor countability) was examined. The
frequency used was again 100. There were 172 sefsulthis query in the BNC. However,
this number was reduced to 163 after manual exatusf the samples which were not
recognized and excluded by the searching engineey(were followed by another noun
phrase.) Also repetitive samples were excludeable 6 shows the results (after exclusion)

classified into categories S, A and C (see previuesy) according to their meaning.

Table 6
TOKENS A S C
163 28 131 4

As it was assumed, most of the results (131) anetttegmemoryas ‘something you
remember from the past’. There were 28 tokensnf@moryas an ‘ability to remember
things.” These tokens were, similarly to the pregiguery examined with respect to Quirk’s
definition about the use of indefinite article withcountable nouns (2.5.3). Therefore,
possible modification was looked upon. The outcasr®immarized in the

Table 7.

Table 7
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TYPE OF MODIFICATION| NUMBER OF TOKENS
pre-modified 3

post-modified 17

without modification 8

TOTAL 28

Although pre-modification was not expected to og¢aurdid with help of pre-determiners
whatin exampled) and?2), andsuchin 3).
1) Heavens! What a memory the man must hd@MeC:HAS
W_fict_prose)
2) What's the number for that one, anyway? Bfhat a memory. (BNC:KD5
S _conv)
3) He was nearly eighty when he died, but he had autlemory(BNC:FSF
W._fict_prose)

Another 17 samples were post-modified.

4) | have a memory for faces and names, Signor Daur{B&C:HUO
W_fict_prose)

5) In modem history as it affected his class he wdkimfermed as ever, and had a
memory overflowing with detail. (BNC:ABL
W_biography)

6) Yes, said Bernard, dragging in the recesses oémany which, like his stomach,
was capacious but had to be treated carefully. (B85

W_fict_prose)

This post-modification was either in the form gbr@positional phras4), or a non-finites) or

relative claus®)
There were also following 4 tokens in this seardter@memoryappeared in the sense of a

‘computer memory.” These 4 tokens suggests thatofiseomputer memory’ preceded by

indefinite article is very seldom.
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7) His invention of the first computer in the worldgossess a memory has already
been mentioned, but his work also includg@NC:EW9
W_non_ac_humanities_arts)

8) Let's now explain how a memory is used within ireadsheet(BNC:HDV
S _speech_unscripted)

9) Each checkout contains a memory and a clock sodduat is captured not just on
sales but..(BNC:JOV
W_ac_humanities_arts)

10)Do you know how to find out? (pause) (unclear) anoey. | don't know what
machines you go(BNC:HDV

S_speech_unscripted)

These 4 tokens suggest that use of ‘computer mépageded by indefinite article is very
seldom.

3.3. Partitive constructions with memory

To research the occurrence ofemory within partitive constructions (see 2.5), | used
following three queries:
1) [nn*] of memory to research the possible partitive constructiorere memory
occurs as uncountable
2) [nn*] of memories to research the possible partitive constructiom&nrememory
occurs as countable in plural
3) [nn*] of a memory to research the possible partitive constructiohg&r@memory

occurs as countable in singular. Indefinite agtislused as a marker of countability.

Frequency used in these queries was again 100.taghkeof these queries is to find out
whethermemoryas an abstract noun enters such constructioisatisumed that the first of
these three queries will have the highest numbeaokdns.[n*] stands for a noun phrase
(singular or plural), which is necessary for thenfation of these structures. This partitive
noun should be followed by aof-phrase. It is important to mention thaemoryin these
gueries should not be followed by any other nouragh for the reasons mentioned in 3.1.
However, | decided to exclude results which wilhtaon noun phrase afteremorymanually.
This lowered the number of tokens for the qupri] of memory from 364 to 330. The

reasons for this step is that | find the resultstf@ queryn*] of memory better- arranged
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and easier to browse through as for the gq@ierlyof memory -[n*] . The other query would
also reduce the types of noun phrases which prabedéphrase.

Obviously, not all of the noun phrases found Wwél partitive nouns. Therefore, noun phrases
which did not have any partitive or quantitativéeet uponmemoryin the sample sentences
were excluded. The rest of the tokens were furtaéegorized according to their semantics
into partitives and quantifiers. Cruse mentiong thaquantifier is an expression lilseme a
few, many severa) a lot of and so on, which indicates a quantity of somethnsually
numerals are excluded)” (Cruse 2006, 150). Pagtitonstructions are defined by Quirk et al.
as “constructions denoting a part of a whole” (Rt al. 1997, 249). In accordance to these
quotations, | divided the noun phrases from thseaech into partitives (when they were
denoting a part of a whole) and quantifiers (wHsgytwere mentioning a certain quantity but
did not show any partitive effect). The total numloé tokens was 189. They were further

divided according to their meaning into A and CugroTable 8 sums up the results after

exclusion:

Table 8

NP TYPE OF NP tokens| N | type of partitionf S| A | C
amount quantifier 36 + -| 36
area partitive 14 1 quantitative - 114
bytes partitive 10 2 quantitative - 4 10
2MB partitive 10 guantitative + -| 10
type partitive 9 qualitative 1 7
4MB partitive 9 2| quantitative -1 9
lot guantifier 9 -l -1 9
amounts quantifier 5 - -| 5
16MB partitive 5 quantitative + - 5
flash partitive 5 guantitative - 5 -
32MB partitive 5 quantitative + - 5
265MB partitive 5 guantitative - -| 5
Mbytes partitive 5 guantitative - -l b
types partitive 4 qualitative - 2 2
form partitive 4 qualitative .
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byte partitive 4 guantitative -l 5
megabyte | partitive 4 guantitative - 4
megabytes partitive 4 guantitative -1 4
areas partitive guantitative 1 2
aspects partitive 3 gualitative - 8 -
bits partitive 3 guantitative -1 3
128MB partitive 3 guantitative -l 3
forms partitive 3 qualitative 3 -
kinds partitive 3 gualitative 2 1
lack guantifier 3 2 1
molecules| partitive 3 1 quantitative - B3 -
kind partitive 2 2| qualitative 2| -
levels partitive 2 1 quantitative - 2 -
fragments | partitive 2 2 quantitative - 2 -
1MB partitive 2 2| quantitative -l 2
chunks quantifier 2 2 -l 2
sort partitive 1 1| qualitative I -
fragment | partitive 1 1 quantitative -1 -
half quantifier 1 1 -1
phases partitive 1 1 quantitative -4 -
glimpse partitive 1 1| quantitative -1 -
flashes partitive 1 1 quantitative -1 -
dreg partitive 1 1| quantitative - 1 -
draughts | partitive 1 1 quantitative -1 -
TOTAL 189 35| 154

As it can be observed, this type of partitive caungions (NP+of+memory) is most frequently
used to denote ‘computer memory’ with 154 tokend kass frequently to denote ‘ability to

remember things’ with only 35 tokens.

Most common noun phrases in partitive constructiovith ‘computer memory’ are

unsurprisinglybytes, bits, megabytedc. The use of quantifiers suchasount, amounter
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lot with ‘computer memory.’ is also quite populédemoryas ‘ability to remember’ occurs

most often in the partitive constructions with heékle flash, forms aspects, kinds

| continued the research with the above mentioneztigs formemoryas countable within
partitive constructions. This time the query | useas[n*] of a memory. As it was expected,
this query provided rapidly less results - only Faur out of these 10 examples were
followed by a noun phrase and therefore they wafteout. Rest of the samples, however, did
not match in their meaning the definitions of géoti. This means thahemoryas a countable
noun in singular does not occur (at least not witthe BNC) in combination with any
partitive construction.

The third query,[n*] of memories, provided 59 tokens. These tokens were classified
similarly to the previous query. Firstly, tokens iafh had no relation to quantity (resp.
partition) whatsoever were excluded (mostly devienoains, such asecall). Other samples
(35) were again classified into partitives and dfi@ns. It is important to mention, that it is
more difficult to acknowledge some noun as a péarthe plural partitive construction as
hardly any partitive effect can be noticed. Thelsegb partitive constructions are more likely
to be interpreted as assigners of a certain qyawotithe plural noun than to suggest a typical
partition. It needs to be noted that almost allm@irases had only one token each. This
suggests that use of plural formemoriesin combination with partitive constructions is not
only less frequent than uncountable useneimory but it is very rareTable 9 contains the
results of this query:

-II\_ITZI)bIe - TOKENS | N | TYPE OF NP| TYPE OF PARITION| S |A |C
lot 13 quantifier 12 - | -
set 3 3| partitive qualitative 3

years 3 3| partitive guantitative 3 - |-
flood 2 2 | partitive quantitative 2

kinds 2 2| partitive gualitative 2

lack 1 1| quantifier 1 - -
torrent 1 1| partitive guantitative 1 -
sorts 1 1| partitive qualitative 1 +
sort 1 1| partitive gualitative 1
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sackful 1 1| partitive guantitative 1 -
rush 1 1| partitive guantitative 1 - |
rag-bag 1 1| partitive guantitative 1 |- |-
hotch-potch| 1 1 | parittive guantitative 1 A
details 1 1| partitive guantitative 1 - |
bank 1 1| partitive guantitative 1 -
bag 1 1| partitive guantitative 1 + F
amount 1 1| quantifier guantifier 1 -
TOTAL 35 35

It needs to be noted that almost all noun phraadsohly one token each. This suggests that
use of plural formmemoriesin combination with partitive constructions is naly less
frequent than uncountable usemémory but it is very rare. All results for this queryere
referring tomemoryin the sense of ‘something you remember from thst.pThis again,
points out the infrequent use ofemoryas ‘ability to remember things’ and as ‘computer

memory’ in plural.

3.4. Plural use of memory

The last searching query wasemories Hence, all the samples whememoryoccurs in
plural were examined. The aim of this query wafnd out whethememoryas a ‘computer
memory’ occurs in plural and if yes, how frequeistoccurrence is. Second aim was to
verify information about the frequency of pluraleusf memoryas ‘ability to remember

things’ in comparison to ‘something you remembentrthe past.’

Total number of tokens for this query was 2498. iAgaome examples were repetitive and
therefore they were excluded. This exclusion loweahe number of tokens to 2493hyba!
Nenalezen zdroj odkas. shows the results of this query after categowzaiinto A, S and C

group according to the same principles mentiongatéwious queries.
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Table 10

MEMORIES | A S C

TOKENS | 2494 141 2304 49

The countability did not need to be determinedlbsaaples are in plural and therefore they
are understood to be countable. It proved to b@flleto consultOxford Collocations
Dictionary for Studentsof English (0), in some questionable cases, and accordiniipeo
collocations which were used withemory determine what meanimgemoriesienoted.

As it can be observed, plural usenosémoryin the sense of ‘computer memory’ is very rare.
When comparing these results with the results fieenquery{[j*]|[n*]] memory -[n*] itis

obvious that theyagree withCambridge Advanced Learners’ Dictionawhich stated that
preferred use ofmemoryas ‘something you remember from the past’ is nfoequent in

plural than in singular.
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4. CONCLUSION

This work discussed the topic of countability o¢ tBnglish nourmemoryinto greater detail.
Memorywas introduced in the theoretical part as a pohyses word with several various
meanings. Most of the dictionaries of English laangg differentiate between three basic
meanings — ability to remember things, something ngmember from the past and computer
memory. However, these dictionaries differ whencames to defining countable and
uncountable use ahemory Therefore, all of these three meanings were reked in the

BNC, with special focus on their countable/uncoblgaise.

The first searching query dealt with the pre-madifion and its possible effects upon the
countability ofmemory.lt showed that there were more examples in whemoryoccurred

as countable (preceded by an indefinite articl@ntthose where it was uncountable (zero
article). The results showed that countable usepweferred in combination with evaluative
adjectives, such agood short excellentor long. A closer examination revealed that
countable occurrences ofiemorymight be interpreted according to the two assuongti
made by Quirk et al. about the use of indefiniteckr with generally uncountable nouns. That
popped the question about the actual existendeeotdauntable form ahemoryas ‘ability to

remember things.” The very same pattern was obdarvthe results for ‘computer memory.’

The second searching query attempted to answergthestion. In this search, the use of
memoryin combination with the indefinite article and watit any pre-modification was
researched. The combination mwlemorywith the indefinite article turned out to be more
frequent for the meaning ‘something you remembemfrthe past’ than for ‘ability to
remember things’ or ‘computer memory.” Also thosarmaples which featurechemoryas
‘ability to remember things’ were mostly post-maelif. Again, the same pattern was
observed with ‘computer memory.” To sum up, thisegualso showed that it is very
infrequent to usenemoryin sense of ‘ability to remember things’ as cobtgaunless it is
modified.

The task of the third search was to find out whethemoryas an abstract noun can occur
within partitive constructions. This search hadethiqueries, two for the countable use of
memoryand one for the uncountable use. It emerged nie&horyas a countable noun in

singular does not participate in these construsti@n least not within the BNC). It was also
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revealed that it does occur in partitive constargdiin plural very rarely. And when it does, it
denotes ‘something you remember from the past,’'t\inated at infrequent occurrence of
memoryas ‘ability to remember things’ and ‘computer meyhan plural. The most frequent
use ofmemoryin these constructions is when it is in uncourgdbkm as it was expected.
Typical partitive nouns combined withemoryin these constructions were for quantitative

use and for qualitative use.

The last part of the research dealt with the plémain of memory The plural form, as a
marker for countable use, was examined in the BNt@. figures showed thatemoryoccurs

in plural mostly as ‘something you remember frora fast’ and just very rarely in the sense
of ‘ability to remember things’ or ‘computer memgdryhese results just confirmed what was
suggested by the dictionaries of English langudgmitathe plural use ahemoryand what

was indicated in the results from the previous guer
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5. RESUME

Této praca sa zaobergtatd’nog’ou anglického substantivmemory V préci bola najprv
definovana poéitatdnos’ ako gramaticka kategoria anglickych podstatnyctenmiBola
predstavena problematika delenia anglickych subistana pdcitatd’né a nepéitatd’né

a v navaznosti naiu aj skupina substantiv s takzvanym dvojitym, teuitatd’nym aj
nepcaitated’nym uzitim. Bolo ukazané, Ze tento status sakuje aj na skimané substantivum
memory Na zéklade gramatiky od Huddlestona a Pulluriae Cambridge Grammar of the
English Languagdolo vysvetlené, Ze dvojité uzitie substantiv jezmé vysvetli na zaklade
polysémie.Memory je, ako bolo v praci ukazane, polysémantické slavteda je mozné

u neho rozligi viacero vyznamov.

Vacsina anglickych vykladovych slovnikov rozliSuje maed@ zakladnymi vyznamami lexému
memory— memoryako schopnosti pamétai, memoryvo vyzname spomienky z minulosti
amemoryvo vyzname péitacovej pamate. Toto delenie je dblezité najma prstqpre kazdy
z tychto vyznamov je priradena vlastna informacigetm pditate’nosti a pripadnych
preferencii obiadne jeho uZzitia v jednothom alebo mnozngste. Preto toto delenie sltzilo

ako zaklad pre kategorizaciu vysledkov korpusovdtaalania v Britskom narodnom korpuse.

Samotné korpusovéladanie malo za dieto najpresnejSie popigaktuélne uzitiememory

¢o sa tyka jeho potatd’nej a nepoitatd’nej varianty. Déraz bol kladeny predovSetkym na
memoryo vyzname schopnosti g si pamaté, ked’ze pre tento vyznam slovniky pdiga
pocitate’né, ako aj nepdtate’né uzitie. Substantivunmemory bolo Hadané v korpuse

v premodifikovanej, aj nepremodifikovanej forme aGzachytava vysledky v percentéch.

Figure 2

4 C-paitate’né, U-nepoitate’né, Uncl. - nezaradené
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Vysledky Hadania preukdzali, Ze nefiate’né uzitie memory (bez ¢lenu) je v pripade
premodifikacie vyrazneéastejSie, ako jeho paate’né uzitie s newitym ¢lenom.

Vysledky taktiez ukazali, ze uzitie s nétym clenom sa objavuje v pripadoch, kedy je
substantivummemory modifikované hodnotiacim adjektivom. Tento jav bglo mozné
vysvetli' na zaklade tvrdenia pochadzajuceho z grama&ikjomprehensive Grammar of the
English Languagekde Quirk et al. zmiguju vynimainé uzitie neufitého ¢lenu v spojeni
S nepditatd’nymi podstatnym menami. Takéto uZzitie je poaich pravdepodobné (nie vSak
povinné€) v pripade, Ze substantivum pfiige ¢loveku nejakd vlastngs alebo je
modifikované.Cim rozvitejSia je modifikacia, tym je pravdepodobhazZitia s neufitym
clenom v&sSia. Nakdko vSetky skiumané priklady su modifikované, je teaketo uZitie
mozné.Co sa tyka druhej podmienky o tom, Ze podstatné nmimsuje ¢loveku nejaku
vlastnos, ta je taktiez splnend a zardveobjasiuje vyskyt neutitého ¢lenu v spojeni
s hodnotiacimi adjektivami, ktoré pripisovanu viest’ eSte zdoramju.

Po vyhodnoteni tohtoladania vyvstala otazkéi vobec existujenemoryv tomto vyzname
ako paitatd’né podstatné meno, ndko ziskané vysledky bolo mozné interpretid\ako
uzitie nepgitate’ného podstatného mena s rigym clenom. Preto bolo urobendgal’Sie
hradanie, ktoré malo za ¢ieyhrada’ vSetky priklady, kde substantivmemorypredchadza
neucity ¢len a teda nie je tu moznbsiadnej premodifikacie. Celkovy pet vysledkov tohto
hradania bol prenemoryako schopnasnieto si paméaté bol nizky, len 28 zo 163 prikladov.
Po blizSom preskimani tychto prikladov bolo zistégeé20 z nich je modifikovanycko

znovu podporuje tvrdenie od Quirka et al. ZvySngdiolo bez modifikacie.

DalSia ¢ag’ korpusového vyskumu preiemorysa tykala jeho uZzitia v ramci takzvanych
.partitive constructions,” ktorych uUlohou je predetkym pomot vyjadrit’ pccitate’nos’

u nep@itatd’nych podstatnych mien. Quirk et al. zini@l, Ze aj uZzitie s potatd’nymi
substantivami je mozné. Ulohou tohtBatania bolo zisti jednak, ¢i je takéto uZzitie pre
memory ¢asté, ale tiez aké substantiva pomahaju vyjagiitatd’nos’ u abstraktného
podstatného mena ako jmemory Vysledky ukézali, Zememory sa ako pditate’né
substantivum v singuléri v takychto konstrukcid@olmjavuje, asponie v rdmci Britského
narodného korpusiCo sa tyka uzitia v plurdli, je sice mozné, alémezriedkavé a spravidla
sa vzahuje len na vyznammemoryako spomienky z minulosti. V korpuse bolo najddnian

35 prikladov. Memory ako nepoitate’né podstatné meno (v uziti bélena) sa pouziva
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v spojeni s tymito konStrukciami na vyjadrenigipate’nosti castejSie, @om svedi aj vyssSi
pocet nalezov v korpuse — 189. Vo &éine pripadov sa vahuje na péitatovd pama.
Memoryako schopnaspamaté si sa v takychto konstrukciach objavuje malo ($5kytov).
Toto méze by spbsobené tym, Zmemoryna vyjadrenie p&tatd’nosti preferuje spojenie

s neutitym ¢lenom, ako bolo ukdzané pri predchadzajuciidhaniach.

Posledné korpusovéldadanie malo za diezistit ako je to s vyskytonmemorymnoznom

&isle. Nasledujlci graf sténe znazatuje vysledky tohto Fadania v percentagh

Figure 3

Hradanie ukazalo, Ze pouzitmemoryv plurdli je nafastejSie vo vyzname spomienky
z minulosti. Vyskytmemory v plurali vo vyzname schopnosti pamasa nieto sa ukazal ako
mozny, avdak neveni ¢asty.Co sa tyka uZitianemoryvo vyzname péitatovej paméti, toto

uzitie je sice v mnoznoktisle taktiez mozné, ale kmi zriedkavé.

® S — spomienka z minulosti, A -schopfigematd si, C- p&itatova pamé
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