Review of Ivana Šubrtová´s MA Thesis
„The Development and Changes of the Female Gothic Genre from the Beginning to the Present Day“
Ivana Šubrtová has set out to write an MA thesis exploring the changes within the Female Gothic tradition and indeed; she has proven herself worthy of the task.

She has willed into reality an oeuvre that is almost a model thesis in terms of intelligence, reliability, its well-researched quality and equally well-applied information on the subject. The thesis is remarkable for its authoritative tone and the fact it is devoid of the usual mistake young scholars in the making often commit – such as chaotic treatment of the subject matter or lack of a unified, coherent approach. Ms Šubrtová proceeds from the general to the most particular details with grace and ease. 


She has selected a number of works ranking among the well-established, even canonical text (out of these, only the presence of Rebecca may be questioned). Even though writing about Female Gothic means to travel a road taken by many, the thesis is certainly not a compilation of well-known facts; indeed, many interesting features have been brought to light. 

I am particularly impressed by Ms. Šubrtová´s use of the alter ego and doppelganger motif where is has not been foregrouded before (Rebecca) and the skill she has proven in balancing the anti-heroine turned heroine aspect in Austen´s Northanger Abbey.


As a point for discussion; the Graveyard Poetry and Female Gothic may have existed side by side, not necessarily being mutually influential, as Ms. Šubrtová claims.


There are a few queries I would like to be considered and adressed at the oral defence:
1. Do you consider Clara Reeve´s Old English Baron a mere adaptation of Walpole´s Castle of Otranto?

2. Do you regard Northanger Abbey as a satire on Gothic fiction or a Gothic novel in its own right?
3. Comment on the general significance of doubles, dual personalities and doppelgangers in Gothic fiction.
Given the overall impression of the thesis, I suggest it should be graded as excellent.
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