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6. Připomínky a otázky k obhajobě:  

I greatly enjoyed reading this project, Hana. This is an area of major interest and importance in the contemporary social and educational situation and it is very pleasing to see it being dealt with in a piece of work such as this; it makes a pleasant change from the more mainstream topics which are so often the focus of student attention in diploma theses.
You have clearly done a good deal of relevant background reading and you do a good job of bringing your sources together to support your own points. 

The analysis of the research that you undertook is clear and informative, if occasionally a little bit depressing as regards the areas of ignorance it sheds light on, and the lesson plans you present are well structured and deal with important issues in an interesting and learner-friendly manner. It is a pity that you had no opportunity to put them into practice in a real classroom, as it would have been most interesting to learn about the feedback and outcomes.

Your conclusion is strong and your language is appropriate in style and fluent and accurate throughout.

Below, please find a few questions I would be interested in hearing your replies to at the defence:

1. You state on p 9 that “this point is rather questionable”; I’d like to hear more about this and just why you make this statement.

2. You mention on p 15 that the wording of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights attracted criticism for its reflecting a chiefly Western viewpoint and the danger of its clashing with national sovereignty; to what extent do you agree with this? 
3. In the modern globalised world there is considerable debate about how much the authority of governments should be subject to international or even global rules. This Declaration is one example; others might include the UN, the EU, the International Court, etc.; do you think looking at organisations like this and their impact is also suitable subject matter for the foreign language classroom?
4. On p 53 you mention the issue of bullying. How serious do you think this issue is in Czech schools and what measures can be taken to combat it?

5. On p 54 you write that “they want their rights to be respected but they do not respect their obligations as such”; how big a problem is this? Does the solution lie in their lessons of Civics or could the problem perhaps be solved by looking at, for example, issues related to European and/or global citizenship in the English class? (An interesting book on this is ‘Citizenship and Language Learning’ by Audrey Osler and Hugh Starkey, which I have in my office and would be happy to lend you before the defence.)
I am looking forward to seeing you at the defence and to hearing your views on the above.
Závěr:
Práce je doporučena k obhajobě.

Navržený klasifikační stupeň: výborně 

V Olomouci dne 20/05/08       

Simon Gill MA (vedoucí diplomové práce)




