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	Grade 
A, B, C, D, E, F 
(F = fail)
	Notes

	1/ Aim/Goal: definition
	B
	 Clearly stated

	                      accomplishment

	E
	[bookmark: _GoBack] A potentially interesting topic, yet the thesis fails to deliver on its thematic promise.

	2/ Argumentation (ability to accurately form initial and closing arguments, logical coherence, ability to generalize as well as present pertinent specific details)

	B
	

	3/ Knowledge of primary literature

	B
	 A good choice of films for analysis, yet more could have been done with their potential to englighten discussion in many American Studies areas.

	4/ Knowledge of secondary literature (extent, adequacy)

	-C
	

	5/ Originality (in argumentation, critical approach and conclusions)

	D
	 

	6/ Formal level (adhering to citation and bibliographic standards)

	E
	 The thesis is under-referenced. Too many paraphrases are left without any footnotes.

	7/  Stylistic level of the thesis

	D
	Some grave and basic grammar mistakes throughout, too numerous to mention here. On p 23 there is vulgarity used in film plot description which is inappropriate. Inadequate usage is made of many quotes, a missed opportunity.

	8/ Stylistic level of the summary

	C
	

	9/ Typography, graphic appearance, freedom from errors

	D
	 Poor command of grammar and spelling.

	10 / Thesis’s contribution to the field

	D
	 



Comments and Questions for the defense:
An average achievement. The historical overview of American basketball opens many questions that are not addressed.
1/ As a marginal note, on page 9 the thesis claims that early Kentucky Derby jockeys were predominantly African-American. We probably cannot speak of any “breaking the color line” in American sports in this case. Was this pattern later repealed? 
2/ Do you see much difference between the challenges that African-American basketball players have faced at collegiate level and professional level? 
3/ What are the similarities and differences of the three basketball films you have analysed? Is any of them more critical of racial segregation than the others? Why (not)?
4/ How would you briefly survey the history of basketball in relation to race?


Conclusion: 
The thesis is recommended for oral defense.

Suggested classification (A, B, C, D, E, F): E

Olomouc, May 24, 2016							Mgr. Jiří Flajšar, Ph.D.
									Thesis Supervisor
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