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The author has submitted a thesis about the themes of victimization and survival in three selected major novels by Canadian author Margaret Atwood, a major representative of recent and contemporary Canadian fiction, poetry, and criticism.
First, the author defines her methodology as a thematic study of victimization and survival, in the three middle chapters, each devoted to one of the novels focused upon, she applies the theoretical premises upon the selected body of Atwood’s fiction. In the conclusion, she sums up her useful and innovative findings.
The thesis is written in excellent English, (and, in the case of the resumé, Czech), the work includes all of the required sections. That is, the formal quality of the thesis is very high. The scholarship shown is also of a very high degree. The author has worked with relevant number and authority of secondary sources that include anthologies of criticism on Atwood’s work as well as specialist takes on relevant topics (eg tricksterism, and so forth).
The following list of questions about the use of sources and argumentation throughout might be used during the defence:

1/ Defend your choice of the three novels by Atwood. Does it mean the theme of victimization (of women) plays no role in other major novels or fiction by this author?
2/ Atwood’s own theorizing in her Survival collection deals with victimization of Canadians in broader terms, that is, not only relating it to women, but considering victimization to be a national sense of being victimized, overlooked, and ignored. In your work, you deal with victimization of female protagonists. Does the term feminism ever come to mind? How could it be related to Atwood’s fictional as well as critical treatment of key Canadian themes that you outline in the early sections of your thesis?
3/ The application of the trickster concept to Atwood’s work is very interesting. Yet how does it relate to the original definitions of the term as relevant to Indian tribal storytelling and supernaturalism? If Atwood herself has evaded such application in her work, defend the reason why her critics have tried to relate such mythology to contemporary Canadian female experience.
4/ Finally, a hairsplitting question. In Chapter 2, you only quote from the Atwood novel and her own book of criticism (eg Survival), two very brief and fleeting mentions of other sources seem not quite enough, even though your work with the primary source and with Survival is very fine. Does it mean there is just no other relevant criticism of the novel Surfacing?

With very slight reservation (see questions above), I recommend this thesis for defense.
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