Professor Dr. Harald Runblom, Uppsala University, Sweden, 27 May, 2011

(harald.runblom@valentin.uu.se)

Euroculture Thesis Assessment. Second Supervisor 

Name of Student: Gaëlle Colas
Thesis Title: In the kitchen of the French Children of Immigrants: Foodways and Ethnic Identification. Is There a Unique Recipe? (117 pages)
Home University: Palacky University
Host University: Uppsala University

Name of First Supervisor: Mgr. Pavla Slavickova, Ph.D., Department of History, Philosophical Faculty Palacky University

1. Problem statement, method and theory: 

a) The aims and objectives of the thesis – are theses clearly identified and explained? Is there a well formulated problem statement?

This dissertation is a study of immigrants, identity and identification. The author has chosen to investigate the issue of cooking, eating, and attitudes to food consumption among second generation immigrants in France. One basic question is if it is possible to study identification with France and homeland through an exploration of food and eating habits of the children of immigrants. Among other things, the author asks: Does eating French help feeling French? This question is not easy to answer, but Calas has proceeded ingeniously. Chapter 1 (Introduction) discusses the problem as such and gives some glimpses of the cultural history of the French cuisine and domestic and foreign perceptions of this phenomenon. The discussion passes on to fundamental aspects of food anthropology, food as ritual, and eating as a cornerstone of human experience. The introductory chapter also presents the layout of the investigation. Chapter 2 examines the problem of generation. Who is an immigrant of the first, second and third generation? One could perhaps criticize the author for doing to much in this chapter, because it takes energy from her core problems and the empirical investigation in chapter 7. On the other hand the author is doing a very good job in discussing immigration to France in modern times. Her conclusion is to be found in the expression “On est tous des enfants d’immigrés.” She has consulted a number of relevant and important works, both French and international, in order to advance her arguments. Her scrutinising of demographic data is skilful but in some respects somewhat disappointing because of lack of important data in French official statistics. This chapter mirrors the author’s capacity to reflect on extensive readings and to follow up vital questions. Chapter 3 links up with scholarly debates about integration, assimilation and acculturation. Here she finds an arsenal of definitions for discussions that follow later. Chapter 4 deals with other fundamentals: main paradigms of food anthropology. One could, of course, ask if all this background material is necessary. Anyhow, it is quite clear that Colas, demonstrates a good knowledge of all these matters. Her point comes in Chapter 5 when she discusses the cuisine as an identity mark. She also discusses whether national dishes exist. Chapter 6 is of methodological character. How to study food practises? Various research strategies are presented and the author has found surprisingly many scholarly articles that deal with her type of problems. Colas displays stron inspiration from J.P. Poulain. Her own empirical study, based on three months of field work, is presented in chapter 7. Twenty-three persons were interviewed. She contrasts the eating habits of her group against the backdrop of standard French behaviour. She describes the group as heterogeneous, and she is careful enough not to draw over-hasty conclusions form her material. Gender differences are observed. 
b) Has a suitable methodology and theoretical frame been taken to solve the stated problems? 

The author displays an exceptionally strong awareness of methodology and theory both concerning immigration and identification/assimilation as well as anthropology of “cuisine”. 
c) Does the conclusion provide convincing answers/proof to the initial questions/hypotheses?

The author has convincingly clarified the role of cuisine for second generation immigrants. Her empirical data are, though, not very extensive. There is some imbalance between the large theoretical and methodological parts and the relatively restricted interview investigation. She is very much aware of this. She describes her work as an aperitif study which is “giving birth to much more questions than bringing answers.” I see her master thesis rather as a pilot study which is, indeed, lays good ground for a larger research project. 
2. Structure. 

a) Is the thesis coherently structured.

Yes, indeed, composition is logical, the disposition is fine.
b) Are concepts clearly introduced and explained, and critically and consistently applied?

Yes, absolutely. 

3) Sources (primary and secondary):

a) Has (enough) relevant (primary and secondary) literature been adequately interpreted and integrated into the thesis?

The author has done a very fine job in tracing and collecting scholarly literature in the fields of importance for her study. Her reading is extensive, and she has made strong efforts to integrate earlier research with her own observations and interpretations. 
b) Is the bibliography/list of references complete and accurate?

The bibliography has a very high standard. It is professional. 

4) Stylistics.

a) Is the use of language (English) acceptable and of the required standard?

As far as I myself (a non-native English speaker) can judge, the author’s use of English is not perfect but on high level and has gradually improved during her writing process. Her language is clear. She has obvious talents.
b) Are references in the text given in a coherent and consistent manner (either in text or as footnotes)?

Yes. 

5) Format.

a) How is the thesis presented? 

The thesis is consistent in lay-out, choice of fonts and headings is accurate, tables and illustrations are to the point. 
6) General.

My first contacts with Ms. Gaëlle Colas was when I taught a Euroculture research seminar at Uppsala University. She was a student with very clear ambitions. After she left Uppsala we have had contact via email. It has been a pleasure to correspond with her. The thesis that Gaëlle Colas has written is of very high quality, and I do no hesitate in suggesting the highest grade. 
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