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Review of Petra Wenzelová´s master thesis
Postcolonial rewriting of master texts by Charlotte Bronte and Katherine Mansfield
In the final part of her thesis, the authoress writes off the bulk of her text as a failure, stating she would have made major alterations, were she ever to start again. Up to a point, she is right. The thesis was commenced bravely as an attempt to contrast two postcolonial writers, Jean Rhys and Witi Ihimaera, who felt driven to “intervene” in the texts of two colonial authors, Charlotte Bronte and Katherine Mansfield respectively. I am afraid the outcome is a very well-written first part colonizing the other one. Chapters 1-8 provide a good introduction to the British colonial burden, clever insights into Jane Eyre and a very decent treatment of the core of Wide Sargasso Sea, rescuing the “madwoman in the attic”. Antoinette / Bertha, from oblivion. 
The rest of the thesis dealing with Witi Ihimaera`s attempt at giving Katherine Mansfield`s texts a Maori twist, leaves the reader with an impression of randomness, since no link between Rhys and Ihimaera is provided.

Yet, the product “two for the price of one”, is an inspired, well-researched text making intelligent assumptions, and for this quality, it should be saved.

Recommendations for the oral defense:

1.The issue of Jane Eyre`s moral innocence deserves more attention. Could you elaborate on it?

2.If you were to start writing again, what would you have changed about your thesis?
I recommend this thesis for oral defense and suggest it should be graded as  very good.

In Olomouc, 1.9.2010                      Mgr.Ema Jelínková Ph.D., supervisor
