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The dissertation is presented by Ge Chen ME.d for assessment and defence. The
dissertation addresses a very topical issue of perception of own identity by persons with
hearing impairment and compares this phenomenon in three regions — Chinese Han, Tibetan
regions and the Czech Republic.

Formal assessment

The dissertation includes a total of 175 pages of text and 10 pages of annexes. The
paper is logically structured into sever chapters, of which the first three chapters provide a
theoretical basis, while the remaining four chapters include the research, its evaluation and
interpretation. The design of the dissertation is a standard one, i.e. from processing initial
findings in the field to a detailed description and evaluation of research-based data. The
author bases the theoretical background on more than 150 professional publications and
information resources, majority of which is of an English speaking origin.

Language and style of the dissertation is at a high level, throughout the whole paper
there is a minimum of typing errors or language issues, all information resources are properly
quoted. The dissertation includes illustrative graphs presenting various quantity indicators.
However, for purposes of clarity, these should be provided in colour.

Assessment of the theoretical part

In the three chapters of the theoretical part the author provides initial information
about the issue. In the first chapter the author describes the background of the paper, i.e. an
overview of hearing impairment, basic cultural differences in the regions and principal
objectives of the research, research questions and research plan. The second chapter presents
the theoretical background of the paper, terminology, and the community and culture of the
hearing impaired. Especially the passages on the theories of the identity of the hearing
impaired and the theory development are very well elaborated. In the third chapter, which can
be considered a link between the theoretical and practical parts, the author presents the levels
and models of the cultural theory and basic principles of social constructionism.

Assessment of the practical part

In the introduction to the fourth chapter, i.e. the practical part, the author describes the
research methods used in her empiric research including all necessary characteristics and
relevant applications. I very much appreciate the measurement of questionnaire validity and
reliability, as well as the detailed course of data collection using quality-based methods.

In the fifth chapter the author in detail describes the quantity-based data collected by
means of questionnaires including their inter-relations using a factor analysis, as well as the
data acquired through respondent interviews. By themselves, the results have a relatively high




information value. As a result, a knowledgeable reader is provided with an insight into the
issue of perception of own identity of persons with hearing impairment. All detailed data are
clearly summarized in the conclusions of subchapters. Accordingly. life stories of participants
are illustrated in a suitable way.

The sixth chapter is the core chapter of the whole paper, comparing the results
between the regions and defining research conclusions. Again the author presents the basic
differences between the regions in terms of the issue of hearing impairment and adds the
conclusions that are based in the acquired research data. In the final part of this chapter the
author, in a self-critical way. mentions the limitations of the study, which deserves
appreciation.

In the last seventh chapter the author provides seven points in which she briefly and
aptly presents the conclusions based on the research data and comparisons, and mentions the
basic factors that influence the development and understanding of own identity by persons
with hearing impairment from various regions. Similarly to the theoretical part, I consider the
empirical part to be appropriate and in line with required standards.

Conclusion

The objectives of the dissertation, particularly of the empirical part, defined by the
author were surely achieved. The author spent considerable time on the collection, evaluation
and text processing of all data. In my opinion she made good use of the research data from the
three different cultural areas. The thesis also suggests a number of topics for further research
activities.

The present dissertation by Ge Chen ME.d 4 Comparative Study of Deaf Identity in
Chinese Han, Tibetan Regions and Czech Republic is undoubtedly a high-quality contribution
to the development of the field and an effort to contribute to more specific understanding of
the factors affecting the development of internal identity of persons with hearing impairment.
The dissertation is based on a study of professional literature, uses appropriate methodological
research structure and specifies known as well as new findings. The author has shown an
ability to perform scientific and research activities at a required level.

With respect to the above mentioned facts 1 recommend the dissertation for
defence. In case of successful defence I recommend that Ph. D. be awarded to Ge Chen
ME.d.

Olomouc, 12 May 2014

doc. Mgr. Jifi Langer, Ph.D.



Oponentsky posudek disertacni prace

Autor prace: Ge Chen ME.d

Nazev prace: A Comparative Study of Deaf Identity in Chinese Han, Tibetan Regions
and Czech Republic

Autor posudku: doc. Mgr. Jifi Langer, Ph.D.

Ge Chen ME.d piedkladd k posouzeni a k obhajobé disertacni praci, ktera se svym
tematickym zaméfenim zabyva velmi aktualni problematikou vnimani vlastni identity osob se
sluchovym postizenim a provadi komparaci tohoto fenoménu ve tfech raznych regionech —
Chinese Han, Tibetan regions and Czech republic.

Hodnoceni formalni stranky prace

Hodnocené prace zahrnuje celkem 175 stran vlastniho textu a 10 stran pifloh. Prace je
logicky ¢lenéna do sedmi kapitol, pficemz prvni tfi kapitoly je mozné chapat jako teoretickou
bazi prace, ve zbylych Ctyfech kapitolach se autorka vénuje vlastnimu vyzkumu, jeho
vyhodnoceni a interpretaci. Koncepce a rozvrzeni prace jsou standardni, tedy od zpracovani
vychozich poznatkli dan¢ho oboru az k podrobnému popisu a zhodnoceni udaju zjisténych
vyzkumem. Autorka sva teoreticka vychodiska opira o vice nez 150 titultt odborné literatury a
informacnich zdroji, z nichZ je naprostd vétsina anglofonniho pavodu.

Jazykové a stylistické zpracovéani je na vyborné Grovni, v celé praci se nachazi
naprosté minimum pieklepl a jazykovych chyb, pouzité informaéni zdroje jsou ndlezité
citovany. V préci se vyskytuji 1 nazorné grafy prezentujici rizné kvantitativni ukazatele, které
by viak mély byt kvili snadngjsi Citelnosti vytistény barevné.

Hodnoceni teoretické ¢asti priace

Ve tiech kapitolach teoretické Casti prace autorka uvadi vstupni informace k
popisované problematice. V tivodni kapitole popisuje zdkladni vychodiska préce, tedy nahled
na sluchové postizeni, zékladni kulturni odlisnosti komparovanych regiond a zakladni cile
realizovaného vyzkumu, vyzkumnych otazek a strukturu vyzkumného zaméru. V nasleduyjici,
druhé Kkapitole autorka prezentuje samotna teoreticka vychodiska prace, terminologii,
komunitu a kulturu Neslysicich. Za velmi zdafilé je tfeba oznaCit pasaze o teoriich identity
Neslysicich i jejiho vyvoje. Ve tieti kapitole, kterou je moZné povazovat za mezi¢lanek mezi
teoretickou a praktickou Casti prace, jsou prezentovany Grovné a modely kulturalni teorie
(cultural theory) a vychodiska socialniho konstrukcionismu (social constructionism).

Hodnoceni vyzkumné ¢asti prace

V tivodu praktické &asti prace, ktera je tvofena &tvrtou kapitolou, autorka pfiblizuje
vyzkumné metody pouzivané v ramei realizovaného empirického vyzkumu véetné jejich
charakteristik a nasledné aplikace. Velmi pozitivné hodnotim provedeni méfeni validity a
reliability pouzitych dotazniki, stejné jako dopodrobna popsany pribéh sbéru dat pomoci
kvalitativnich metod.

V paté kapitole autorka velmi detailné prezentuje kvantitativni data ziskana
prostfednictvim pouZitych dotaznikii véetné jejich vzajemnych vazeb s vyuzitim faktorové




analyzy, stejné jako data ziskana prostfednictvim rozhovorid s respondenty. Tyto vysledky
samy o sobé& jiz maji pomérné znaénou vypovidaci hodnotu a orientovanému &tenati davaji
moznost nahlédnout do problematiky vnimani vlastni identity osob se sluchovym postiZzenim.
Vsechna dopodrobna prezentovana data jsou navic vzdy velmi srozumitelné sumarizovana
v zavéru jednotlivych dil¢ich podkapitol. Vhodné jsou rovnéz doplnény ilustrujici kazuistiky
respondentu (life stories of participants).

Sesta kapitola je vénovana stéZejni kapitole celé prace, tedy komparaci jednotlivych
vysledki mezi sledovanymi regiony a vyvozeni vyzkumnych zavéri. Autorka znovu
pfiblizuje zakladni odlidnosti mezi jednotlivymi oblastmi ve vztahu k problematice
sluchového postizeni a dopliiuje je zavéry odvozenymi ze ziskanych vyzkumnych dat.
V zavéru této kapitoly autorka sebekriticky a objektivné uvadi limity vyzkumu, coz je tieba
pozitivné ohodnotit.

V posledni, sedmé kapitole autorka stru¢né a vystizné v Sesti bodech prezentuje zavéry
ziskané z vyzkumnych dat i provedenych komparaci a poukazuje na zakladni faktory, které se
podileji na vytvareni a chapani vlastni identity osob se sluchovym postizenim z jednotlivych
regionl. Stejné jako teoretickou ¢ast i ¢ast empirickou povazuji za zdafilou a odpovidajici
pozadované urovni.

Zavér

Cile prace a zejména pak jeji empirické casti, které si autorka stanovila, byly
bezesporu naplnény. Autorka sbéru, vyhodnoceni dat i jejich zpracovani do textu disertaéni
prace zjevné vénoval znaéné mnozstvi ¢asu a dle mého nazoru velmi dobfe vyuzil moznosti
ziskat vyzkumna data ze tii riznych kulturnich oblasti. Prace rovnéz otevira fadu témat a
naméta pro dalsi vyzkumné aktivity.

Predlozena diserta¢ni prace Ge Chen ME.d 4 Comparative Study of Deaf Identity in
Chinese Han, Tibetan Regions and Czech Republic je bezesporu kvalitnim pfispévkem
k rozvoji oboru a vyrazem usili pfispét k pfesnéjSimu chdpani faktor podilejicich se na
utvafeni vnitini identity osob se sluchovym postizenim. Je zaloZena na studiu odborné
literatury a metodologicky spravné strukturovaném vyzkumném Setfeni a obsahuje puvodni i
nové poznatky. Autorka bezesporu prokazala schopnost realizovat védecko-vyzkumné
aktivity na pozadované trovni.

S ohledem na vySe uvedené skute¢nosti doporucuji disertaéni praci pripustit
k obhajobé a v pripadé uspésné obhajoby p¥iznat Ge Chen ME.d akademicky titul Ph.D.

V Olomouci, 12. 5. 2014

doc. Mgr. Jifi Langer, Ph.D.
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Institution: Palacky University, Faculty of Education, Institute of Special Education Studies,
7izkovo nam. 3, 771 40 Olomouc

Title: A Comparative Study of Deaf Identity in Chinese Han, Tibetan regions and Czech
Republic

Opponent: PhDr. Radka Horakova, Ph.D.

Institution: Masaryk University, Faculty of Education, Department of Special Education,
Pori¢i 7, 603 00 Brno

The present dissertation by Ge Chen offers an interesting view of the identity of the
hearing impaired in three selected countries — Czech Republic, China and Tibet. At first sight
it is obvious that these are three different environments in terms of language and culture. It
can thus be assumed that the results of the research will reflect a deep disproportion in the life
of hearing impaired individuals in these countries and consequently in the way of perceiving

deafness by individuals with this type of disability.

The dissertation has a total of 175 pages of the author’s text. The paper is structured
into six parts, of which the first present a theoretical overview of the issue of hearing
impairment/deafness and the cultural and language minorities of the hearing impaired. The
author quotes high-quality sources. such as publications by N. S. Glickman, T. K. Holcomb,
or P. Ladd. The issue of the identity of the hearing impaired is addressed using the DIDS scale
(Deaf Identity Development Scale). The author of the scale is the above mentioned N. S.
Glickman. This material was developed in order to assess the four factors that have a
significant effect on the identity of a hearing impaired individual. The factors include the
following: family and the individual’s background, educational opportunities, selected way of
communication and date of origination or cause of hearing impairment. Through the erudite
theoretical part elaborated in a monographic way the author set a solid background for the
implementation of the research project. The author used over 140 foreign sources that are

adequately linked with the topic of the dissertation.



The core and scientific contribution of the dissertation lie in the empirical part. The
author selected a very suitable strategy of combined quantity and quality research. The
dominant objective was to compare both target groups of hearing impaired individuals from
the Czech Republic and China and present their views of deafness identity. For these purposes
the author used the above mentioned DIDS assessment scale, which was modified by the
author to suit the needs of a quantity-based survey. In the regions the questionnaire was
distributed to respondents with hearing impairment older than 16 years. In the Czech Republic
the questionnaire was completed by 97 persons, in China by 77 persons. In both cases the
return rate was over 90%. The questionnaire survey was processed using a statistical analysis
aided by SPSS software — T-test and analysis of variance ANOVA, which allowed a multiple
comparison of mean values. In an erudite and comprehensive way the author commented on
the results and pointed to the main factors that influence the identity of the hearing impaired

in the regions.

A partial objective was to highlight any similarities or differences in viewing the
identity of the hearing impaired by selected respondents in China and Tibet. In this quality-
based research the semi-structured technique was applied. This research involved a total of 6
respondents. The data gained from the interviews, whose content corresponded with the DIDS
assessment scale, were used by the author to produce six detailed case studies. In the studies
the author analysed the development of opinions and attitudes of individual respondents to the

problem in question.

From the position of an opponent I very much appreciate the detailed analysis of the
results, which are precisely processed into separate passages and provided with appropriate

author’s comments. In terms of the focus of the dissertation this is an original survey.

Questions for defence:

1. In the theoretical part you deal with a comparison of socio-cultural aspects in the
research countries — Czech Republic, China and Tibet. One of the areas that you focus
on is religion. Was it surprising for you that a majority of people in the Czech
Republic are atheistic? Do you think that this could in some ways influence the
identity of the hearing impaired in the context of your research — see summary in

subchapter 2.6.2, page 129 or in subchapter 1.1.1, pages 150 - 1517




2. Please comment on any difficulties you had to face during your research. Specifically
I think of the language barrier as a resull of which it might have been difficull 1o

obtain answers from the respondents, as described on page 64 or 79.

3 Please summarize the results of your research project and indicate how you might use

them in your special education practice afier you return home.

Conclusion:

The present dissertation by Ge Chen can be considered an interesting contribution to
the issue of the quality of life of people with health disability, specifically the identification
and acceptance of hearing impairment. In the dissertation the author showed a high level of
professional knowledge, ability to use professional literature and capability of independent
creative work in the delivery of the research. At the same time I appreciate her ability to

interpret the information gained during her doctoral study in the Czech Republic.

The present dissertation meets all relevant requirements in terms of both content and
formal standards and I have no substantial objections. In case of successful defence I

recommend that Ph.D. be awarded to the author Ge Chen.

In Brno. 16 May 2014 PhDr. Radka Horakova, Ph.D.




Oponentsky posudek disertacni prace

Studentka DPS: Ge Chen ME.d

PracoviSté: Univerzita Palackého, Pedagogicka fakulta, Ustav specidlnépedagogickych
studii, Zizkovo nam. 5, 771 40 Olomouc

Nazev prace: A Comparative Study of Deaf Identity in Chinese Han, Tibetan regions and
Czech Republic

Oponentka prace: PhDr. Radka Horakova, Ph.D.

PracoviSté: Masarykova univerzita, Pedagogicka fakulta. Katedra specialni pedagogiky,
Potic¢i 7, 603 00 Brno

Posuzovana disertacni prace autorky Ge Chen nabizi zajimavy nahled na identitu
neslysicich ve tiech vybranych statech - Ceské republice, Cin& a Tibetu. Na prvni pohled je
ziejmé, Ze se jedna o tii jazykove a kulturné odlisna prostredi. Lze tedy predpokladat, ze se ve
vysledcich vyzkumného Setfeni odrazi hluboka disproporce v irovni Zivota neslysicich ve
vybranych zemich a tim padem i odli¥na droven v prijeti hluchoty samotnymi jedinci s timto

druhem smyslového postiZeni.

Prace zahrnuje 175 stran autorského textu. Koncepéné je ¢lenéna do Sesti &asti,
pficemz prvni tii tvofi teoreticky exkurz do problematiky sluchového postiZeni/hluchoty a
kulturni a jazykové mensiny Neslysicich. Zde autorka prace cituje z velmi kvalitnich zdroju,
jako jsou napf. publikace autori N. S. Glickmana, T. K. Holcomba, ¢&i P. Ladda. Samotné
problematice identity nesly3icich je vénovana ¢ast textu, kde autorka popisuje vyuziti Skdly
DIDS (Deaf Identity Development Scale). Jejim tviircem je jiz vySe zmifiovany N. S.
Glickman. Tento materidl byl vytvofen za uc¢elem hodnoceni &tyf faktord, které velmi
vyznamné ovliviuji identitu neslySiciho ¢lovéka. Jedna se nasledujici prvky: rodina a
prostiedi, ze kterého neslysici ¢lovék vychazi, jeho moznosti vzdélavani, zvoleny zpiisob
komunikace a obdobi vzniku ¢i pri¢ina jeho sluchové vady. Fundovanym zpracovanim
teoretické ¢asti prace, ktera byla zpracovana monografickou procedurou, si autorka p¥ipravila
velmi dobra vychodiska pro realizaci vyzkumného projektu. Autorka &erpala z vice nez 140

zahrani¢nich zdroju, které se adekvatné vztahuji ke zvolenému tématu prace.



v ow

Teézist¢ a védecky piinos prace spocivaji v jeji empirické ¢asti. Zde autorka zvolila
velmi dobrou strategii v podobé kombinace kvantitativniho a kvalitativniho vyzkumného
Setfeni. Dominantnim cilem bylo porovnat dvé vybrané skupiny neslySicich z Ceské republiky
a Ciny a piiblizit jejich pohled na identitu hluchoty. K tomu byla vyuzita vy$e zmiiiovana
hodnotici $kdla DIDS, kterou autorka prace modifikovala pro potfeby kvantitativniho
vyzkumného Setfeni. Dotaznik byl distribuovan v uvedenych regionech mezi respondenty
s postizenim sluchu starsich 16 let. V CR vyplnilo dotaznik 97 osob, v Cin& 77 osob. V obou
piipadech ¢inila navratnost vice nez 90%. Dotaznikové Setfeni bylo zpracovano pomoci
statistické analyzy za vyuziti softwaru SPSS - vyuzit byl T-test a analyza rozptylu ANOVA,
kterdA umoznila provést vicenasobné porovnani stiednich hodnot. Autorka fundované a
obsahle komentuje jednotlivé vysledky a poukazuje na hlavni faktory ovlivijici identitu

neslysicich v danych regionech.

Parcidlnim cilem pak bylo poukazat na podobnosti ¢i odlisnosti v nahliZzeni na identitu
neslysicich mezi vybranymi respondenty v Cing a Tibetu. V ramci kvalitativniho vyzkumného
Setfeni byla vyuzita technika strukturovaného rozhovoru. Toho se zucastnilo celkem 6
respondentil. Data ziskand zrealizovanych rozhovort, jejichz obsah korespondoval
s hodnotici §kalou DIDS, zpracovala autorka v podobé Sesti podrobnych pfipadovych studii.

V nich analyzuje vyvoj nazorl a postoji jednotlivych respondentl ke zkoumanému problému.

Z pozice oponentky velmi pozitivné hodnotim podrobnou analyzu vysledka, které jsou
precizné zpracovany do jednotlivych pasazi a opatieny piisluSnymi komentéfi autorkou prace.

Vzhledem k zjistované problematice se jedna o originalni vyzkumné Setfeni.

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. Vteoretické cdsti prdace se zabyvdte srovadnim sociokulturnich aspekiu ve
zkoumanych zemich - CR, Cina a Tibet. Jednou z oblasti, na kterou se zamérujete, je
nabozenstvi. Bylo pro Vs prekvapujici, Ze prevdzna vétsina obyvatel CR jsou ateisté?
Domnivdte se, Ze to néjakym zpiisobem muZe ovlivnit identitu neslySicich v kontextu
Vaseho vyzkumu - viz Vase shrnuti v podkapitole 2.6.2 na s. 129 ¢i v podkapitole 1.1.1

nas. 150-151?



2. Vyjadrete se prosim k nesndzim, které Jste musela resit v prubéhu vyzkumného Setreni.
Konkrétné mdm na mysli jazyvkovou bariéru, kdy bylo obtizné ziskat odpovédi od

respondentu z duvodu neznalosti danych jazyki, coz popisujete na s. 64 ¢i s. 79.

3. Shriite prosim vysledky svého vyzkumného projektu a vyjadrete se k tomu, jak je

vyuZijete ve své dalsi specidlnépedagogické praxi po navratu domii.

Zavéry:

Predlozenou diserta¢ni praci autorky Ge Chen lze povazovat za zajimavy piispévek
k feSeni problematiky kvality Zivota osob se zdravotnim postizenim, konkrétné v oblasti
identifikace a akceptace sluchového postiZeni. V ramci zpracovani disertacni prace prokazala
autorka vysoké odborné znalosti, schopnost prace s odbornou literaturou a samostatnou tviréi
praci pfi realizaci vyzkumného $etfeni. Zaroven bych rada ocenila Jjeji schopnost interpretovat
ziskané informace, které méla mozZnost ziskat béhem svého doktorského studia v Ceské

republice.

Po strance obsahové i formalni odpovida disertaéni prace pozadavkiim kladenym na
tento typ praci a nemam k ni zadné zasadni ptipominky. Autorce prace Ge Chen doporuéuji

piznat na zikladé uspé&iné obhajoby védecky titul Ph.D.

V Brné 16. 5. 2014 PhDr. Radka Horakova, Ph.D.



