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1) Content: Problem statement, method and theory: 
a) Is the topic of the thesis clearly presented and motivated? 

The former topic of the handed thesis slightly differed. The author had inteded to cover historical overview of self-immolation cases in Europe. With regards to complicated research that the first topic would have involved, she decided to cover the above mentioned topic. The scope of the final topic then, according to my opinion, might be too narrow for the purpose of  master thesis. 
b) Are the aims and objectives of the thesis clearly identified and explained? 
The aims and objectives of the thesis are stated clearly at the very beggining in the introduction. Despite the fact that the research goal is well formulated, it stays on the edge and does not go deeply in the research.
c) Is there a well formulated problem statement and is it of sufficient complexity for an MA  level? Briefly explain. 
As was already stated above, the topic is well formulated, only remains too narow. Due to the fact, that the self-immolation of Jan Palach rose reaction in the society and was thus reflected in several media channels, it is therefore possible to take this research topic as sufficient reflection of one of them.
d) Has a convincing rationale for conducting the research been formulated? 

Convincing rationale for conducting the research has been well formulated. The topic had not been covered in this way before, although a similar one appeared in a master thesis in the year 2008 at Masaryk´s University in Brno. However, at that time the author could not make use of conclusions of detailed research which was made possible after,  due to openings of archives with materials covering the investigation of Jan Palach´s and his followers´self-immolation.
e) Has a suitable methodology and theoretical frame been taken to solve the stated problems? 

The main methodological and theoretical frame is an objective analyse of inquired documents from the period of Jan Palach´s self-immolation. Thus, this way is completely suitable for such a thesis. The author also uses sociological conclusions of research papers which deal with the role of the media in a society. 
f) In case where empirical research has been conducted: is there a suitable research design and 

has the research been conducted adequately? 
In her thesis, the author works with newspapers of state level that were written in the time of Jan Palach´self-immolation. This approach thus causes many limits because it does not cover radio which made an important part of society at that time. In the case of Jan Palach, specifically, it also played a key role for the way how news got spread in the written media. Another limits come from the fact, that the author did not introduce any comparison with local media, for instance with slovakian newspapers of that time.
g) Does the conclusion provide convincing answers/proof to the initial questions/hypotheses? 

The conclusion summarizes the fundamental conclusions suficciently. The author explains comprehensibly the differences among particular types of newspapers and their way of spreading the information of the self-immolation of Jan Palach. Despite this fact, the crucial mistake of the thesis must be mentioned as it is the absolute lack of describing of how political tasks were present in spreading the information about the self immolation, as well as the power of the political establishment which made a crucial part of all kinds of decision making in that time.
h) Does the research constitute a contribution to knowledge in this field or domain? 

The author´s conclusions contribute fittingly to the already known facts and context from the historic studies.

2) Structure: 

a) Is the thesis coherently structured in chapters and sections? 

The thesis id structured coherently into chapters and sections.

b) Are concepts clearly introduced and explained, and critically and consistently applied? 

Concepts are clearly intorduced and well explained in the intoductory parts of the thesis and are comprehensive in following chapters.

3) Sources (primary and secondary): 

a) Has (enough) relevant (primary and secondary) literature been adequately interpreted and integrated into the thesis? 

The author has shown a relevant knowledge of literature however she almou omitts non-published materials from archives.
b) Is the bibliography/list of  references complete and accurate? 

The bibliography is accurate and compelete however i tis not very well structured. Articles form press and listed in the same place as monographies. 
4) Stylistics: 

a) Is the use of language (English) acceptable and of the required standard (i.e. no 

spelling mistakes and typos, range of vocabulary, grammar)? 

The use of English is acceptable. The range of vocabulary tends to simplify. The thesis does not include any crucial mistakes.
b) Are references in the text given in a coherent and consistent manner (either in text 

or as footnotes)? 

References in the text as well as footnotes are given in a coherent and consistent manner.
5) Format: 

a) How is the thesis presented (i.e. consistency in lay-out, choice of fonts, headings, 

tables and graphs)? 

The structure of the thesis is a standard example of research paper. It does not include any apendix which makes its weak point. Thanks to that the author could have described more the atmosphere of that time.
b) Does the thesis contain all required elements (title page, declaration, table of contents, 

bibliography, etc.)? 

The thesis contain all required elements.
6) Quality of writing process: 

a) To what degree has the student been able to work independently? 

The student has shown the ability to work independently.
b) Have recommended revisions been executed to a satisfying degree? 

The author did not provide the supervisor with the final paper with a sufficient advance.
c) Any other relevant comments (e.g on planning and commitment of the student). 

The communication with the supervisor was not sufficient due to the fact that the student communicated only thorugh a rare written way.
7) Possible questions for thesis defence (only if this thesis is to be defended orally) 

(National) Grade: Very good.
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