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	Grade 
A, B, C, D, E, F 
(F = fail)
	Notes

	1/ Aim/Goal: 
            Definition
            Accomplishment

	E
	The thesis is missing a general introduction which sets out the aim of the work. Overall, the work is lacking direction and structure.  I do not understand the title.

	2/ Context, Background, Review of Literature

	E
	The author relies almost exclusively on the books of Nikki Giovanni, especially On My Journey Now.

	3/ Theory, Key Concepts, Method, Approach:
     Definition
     Accomplishment

	
	No theory introduced. 

	4/ Argumentation (ability to accurately form initial and closing arguments, logical coherence, ability to generalize as well as present pertinent specific details)

	E
	Extremely superficial and rambling. 

	5/ Knowledge of primary literature

	E
	I am not sure what the primary texts are supposed to be: the texts of the spirituals, Giovanni’s book?

	6/ Knowledge of secondary literature (extent, adequacy)

	F
	Hardly anything else but Giovanni.

	7/ Originality (in argumentation, critical approach and conclusions)

	E
	Seems like a summary of points taken from Giovanni. I am also not sure what the author has used from her Bc. thesis which dealt with a similar topic. 

	8/ Formal level (adhering to citation and bibliographic standards)

	D
	

	9/ Stylistic level of the thesis

	E
	Written in a very casual colloquial style. 

	10/ Stylistic level of the summary

	
	

	11/ Typography, graphic appearance, absence of errors

	E
	

	12/ Structure (organization, arrangement)

	F
	Does not seem to have a structure. 

	13 / Thesis’s contribution to the field

	E
	


Comments and Questions for the defense:
1. First of all, could the author explain what she has used here from her Bc. thesis. Has she self-plagiarized at all?
2. Since the work is missing a general introduction, could she provide one, verbally, during the defense.
3. The author’s over-dependence on the Giovanni text is extremely problematic. Could the author justify this? What other sources did she make use of? Can she demonstrate a wider knowledge of the relevant literature on the topic?
4. The popularity of African-American spirituals in Communist Czechoslovakia is definitely a fascinating phenomena. Could the author attempt to explain in more detail why these songs, in loose translations, struck such a chord?
In closing: The thesis is recommended for defense.
Suggested classification (A, B, C, D, E, F): 
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